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Social Dimensions of 
Family in Rural India 
An Analysis 
NK Behura 


Introducing India: 

In the present paper an attempt Is being 
made 10 present a sketch of the structure of 
family in contemporary Indian village 
communities. But there are several obvious 
limitations to this endeavour. India is a vast 
country that sprawls between the snowy 
heights of the mighty Himalayas and the 
breaking waves of the Indian Ocean, The land 
stretches on all sides encompassing the vast 
‘expanses of the fertile northern plains, the 
complex maze of the hilly and valleys in the 
north-east; the wavy Eastern-Ghat hill range 
along the eastern coast; the picturesque 
verdant Wester-Ghat hill range along the west 
coast, and the uneven plateau surface, ‘the 
hhoaty hills, and the coconut and cashew 
‘beating coastal plains on the south, The land- 
scape Is traversed by several majestic rivers, 
which help n the drainage of excess rain water 
Into the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal, 
growth of vegetation and practice of ageiulture 
‘long the valleys and deltas, help in the 
‘eduction of tropleal heat and meet the usual 
water requirement of the peopl, 


On the basis of topography, climate, social 
features, and vegetation, India can be divided 
Into four major natural regions, such as (1) the 
Himalayan Moutain complex—an unbroken 
chain of lofty mountains that girdles the sub- 
continent uninterruptedly for thousands of 
kklometres walling it off from the rest of the 
‘rons-Himalayan Asia, (2) the Indue-Ganga- 
Brehmaputra fertile and populous plaine area, 
(3) the Peninsular plateau, and (4) the Indian 
Islands. Geographers divide India into thirty-one 
Natural Regions. Besides, India is divided into 
A-number of linguistic and cultural zones. From 
this the dimensions of physiographic, linguistic 
land ethno-cultural diversities in India are well 
‘imaginable. 

‘The composition of the present day 
population of India is an outcome of a very long 


process of peopling in the country. Groups of 
people with different  ethno-cultural 
backgrounds have entered India at different 
ppoints of time. Their immigration to, and 
‘settlement in India and subsequent movements 
within the country have led to the admixture of 
‘and intermingling between several ethno- 
‘caltural streams. Some of the socio-cultural 
groups found in India today are believed to have 
‘come from outside the country. Theit 
subsequent movements within the country have 
taken place along the river valley routes leading 
to, continual process of redistribution of 
population and miscegenation. 


India has several major river basins, which 
‘have been the main areas of attraction as they 
hhave been penetrated and colonised time and 


‘after each fresh penetration by 
stronger groups, have moved into the relatively 
less accessible tracts like hilly and forest 
regions. These areas are not suitable for the 
practice of settled agriculture, and thus 
simple communities, inhabiting them, depend 
‘on other less productive means of liwelihood and 
‘have remained somewhat Isolated. 


‘The core of Indian civilization in @ way owes 
Its genesis to the Indus Valley Ciulzation, 
‘which flourished approximately 4,500 years ago, 
According to Anthropologists, Historians ond 
Indologists this has determined the 
corthogenesis of Indian cliization, They too 
‘maintain that the incursion of the Aryans to 
Indian sub-continent took place around” 1500 
B.C, and around 1000 B.C., they moved to the 
Ganga valley. Parthians and Scythians entered 
the subcontinent thereafter. Between 450 A.D. 
and 500 A.D. the white Huns invaded Indi, 
‘and thereafter Zoroastrians, Parsees, Jews, 
Early Christians, Turks, Afghans, Turko- 
Mongolos, the British, the Dutch, the French 
the Portugese and others came to India during 
successive periods. Besides, Buddhism and 
Jainism, two famous world religions, evolved in 
India around Fifth Century B.C. 


‘Today one finds various racial elements in 
Indian population, which includes Negritos, 
Proto-Australoids, —_ Mongoloids, Mediter- 
raneans, Wester Brachycephals and Nordic. 


Indian population, though internally divided/on 
Stee ahiyoSapon bh 
unified nationally, emotionally, culturally aA 
pplitcally. It is dificult to provide anvestimate of 
the total number of ethnoses and \religions: 
found in India. For instance, apart from the 
advanced and complex societies, there are 427 
Scheduled Tribe Communities in India. and 
each has an ethno-coltural identity, although 
there are racial, cultural and linguistic affinities 
‘emongst them. ‘There are. few thousands cas 
fund sub-caste groups and distinct religious 
toups, One can make a brond catalogue of 
major religions found in India, but wt 1s dificult 
to enumerate all the minor religions, religious 
sects ond sub-sects that are professed by 
various , sections of. Indian population, 
‘Anthropologists have termed the original faith 
‘of most of the simple communities (ribes) ae 
‘Animise (spit propitiation). 


+ Ethnic, religious and linguistic divisions of 
Indian population do not cginelde with one 
another. For instance,there are 187 spoken 
languages in India, but 23 languages together 
‘accoun! for 97 per vent of the total population 
of the country. There ace 427 Scheduled Tribe 
communities in the eouniry and mast of them 
have their own spoken languages/dialects. All 
the languages spoken by the peaple of India 
belong. to four language families, namely, 
(1) Austro-Astotic (Nisheda}, (2). Dravidian, 
(Dravida, (3) Sino-Tibetan (Kata, andl (4) nso 
‘Aryan (Aryal, Each language family Includes 
several languages and dialects, However 
broadly speaking the principal languages of 
India constitute the following major linguistic 
regions, such 98, (1) Kashiei, (2) Punjabi, 
(3) Hind/Urd, (4) Mathil/Bhojpari/Mogadhi, 
(5) Awadhi/Baghel/Chattisgorh, (6) Gujarati, 
(7) Marathi/Konkant, (8) Assamese 
(9) Gorkhali, (10) Bengal, (11) Oriya, (12) Telgs 
(13) Kannada, (14) Tami and (15). Malayan, 


However, Hindus constitute the mafor bulk of 
Indian population. Hindu society 1s based on, 
Varna (colour) and Jat (caste) aysters. The Jot 
‘oF caste population is hlerarehlelly graded into 
four Varnas or colour categories, such os, 
Brahman, Kshatriyo, Vaishya and Shudra. Each 
Jn tum is divided into a number af sat (caste) 
‘and upajats (sub-eastes). Besides these four 


Savarna (iually clean) category of Jats, there 
are numerous Asa Varna or AVarna category al 
Fate The total number of jatis (castes) ancl 
Upajatts (sub-castes) may turn to a few 
thousands. It is not possible to provide the 
‘exact number of castes and subreastes as caste 
fusion and fission are continuous. processes 
Section and groups of people from among the 
‘imple communities (tribes), during the historic 
pst, have been admitted ap new  Jatis or 
eastes through the mobilty process. Numerous 
f them 
have acquired Kshalriya status, whereas most 
‘others have remained within the Shudea fol 


Apart from the caste (Hindu) and tribal 
(Animist) population there are several non 
Hindu eeligious group’ in India auch as 
Moslem, Christians of various denomination 
Budhists, Joinas, Zoronstrans, etc, « 


From the foregoing briel account it Is evident 
thatthe great indian sockely is internally divided 
Into numerous separate units on the basis ot 
sethnicity, religion, region language, caste etc. 
yet they are structurally and functionally inter 
dependent end integrated through multipte 
interactions as integral constituents of the 
India nation state, This is no oversimphication 
of the fact of Indian unity in diversity 
Diversities emanated from the vast geographical 
spread a! the country which provided 2 fertile 
‘base for the flowering af regional diversities in 
the Indian socio-economic milieu, Differentiation 
in the natural landscape has contitbuted fo the 
emergence of different forms and patlens of 
mman-neture relationship and interactions in 
different regions. This lias been evamentad by 
‘the immigration of waves’ of people Into the sub- 
continent frm the neighbouring countries and 
‘broad over thousands of years. And. {ally 
regional identities were formed due to historical 
cultural and politcal factors, 


Pluralty aed diversity hive formed the base of 
the underlying unity of the Indian national 
soclety which has grown from strength to 
strength over the years, The unifying factors are 
Physlogrephie, historical, economic, eultural, 
adininistratve and politisl. For exarhple, the 
‘monsoonal rhythm of seasons provides a strong. 
clement of uniformity in regulating the activities 
and lifestyle of the Indian mastes, Multiple 
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horizontal, vertical and tangential economic, 
social, cultural, administrative and political tes 
have created inextricable bonds of unification, 

tegration and harmony among various sections 
of the national society. The unity is 
conspicuously manifest in the day-to-day ite of 
the people. During the recent decades 
electronic media has come up a long way to 
boost emotional and psyébic unity among all 
sections of the Indian eltizens. Constantly it 
reinforces the national unity by sensiising every 
citizen who comes under lis scope, 


Social dimensions of rural Indian family wil 
bbe discussed against this back drop. Rural 
Indian family has been selected for analysis 
because 74:3 per cent of Indians lve in nearly 
7,00,00 villages. The vilages are of various 
sizes and most of the villages have hamlets, 
Large number of vilages are of medium and 
small size. There are big vilages in the fertle 
plains. Villages are normally surrounded by 
‘egricultural land, ‘pastures and fallows. The 
forms of the vilages in tna ate of four types 
(1) shapeless'cluster or agglomerate with streets 
not forming an integral part of the settlement 
Sesign, (2) linear cluster or assemblage with a 

lar open space oF straight street. provided 
belweeri parallel rows of houses, (3) squate or 
Yectangular cluster or agglomerate wath straight 
streets running parallel oF at right angles to one 
another, and (4) villages formed of teolated 
homesteads 


A groat majority of vllages are agricultural 
shich reflect the predominance of farming 
enterprises as sources of income and 
subsistence, ‘The Brahman priest, artisan, 
Wwocational and ital servees caster as well as 
‘agricultural labourers did not undertake farming 
‘operation themselves, but they had a uta stake 
io the agrleuttural economy for thelr subsistence 
rou Jaman system, 


Indian vllages ate not complete discrete 
functional units asa large part of social 
Interactions of some residents of one vllage link 
up with certain residents of another vilage, The 
horizontab unity of individual caste categories 
cuts across the village boundaries. Thus the 
social field of individual easte categories 1s 
spread over several vllages situated in a 
proximal range. 


“mari 


‘The vilages are considered as discrete social 
luits from the viewpoint of ecology, economy 
‘and socio-poltical structure. As residents of 
wilage, people or families relate in certain ways 
to their own village, panchayat, panchayat 
samittee, province and the nation. 


‘Manage: Prekude To Family Organization : 


It is a universal necessity that men and 
Women must unite and co-operate with each 
‘other to beget children in order to help human 
society to continue. They, as the highest 
evolved species in the universe, are aware ofthe 
fact that human children neod adult care for 
several years, and this Aecesstates an enduring 
Felationship between them. The durable 
relationship tablished through the 
Institution of marriage, Thus humans, as per the 
tvniable information, are more interested in the 
focal and cultural dimensions of mariage rather 
than In Its biological function. "In almost all 
socleties matrages is an inslitulonalized social 
relationship of crucial significance" (Beattie 
1964 : 117), Yet tt Is difficult to find out a 
universal definition of marriage, because the 
Associated rights and obligations grossly vary 
from society to society, Notes and Queries on 
Anthropology defines marriage as ‘a union 
between a man and woman such that the 
children bor to the woman ate the recognized 
legitimate offspring 6f both parents!, It 
categorically refers to an important function of 
in most societies, that i, it confers 
Fecognized social status on the offsprings with 
regard to inheritance of property and * 
suecession to. ranks, "A marriage isan 
‘important social event in the career of an 
‘individual and in the development cyele of 
families and ingroup 


‘The institution of marriage has been very 
different across societies, simple (tribal) and 
complex (caste) In rural India, A comparative 
study of the regulations, criteria and procedures 
governing selection of a spouse and marriage ie 
Indeed a complex problem. There are several 
variations in such matters between the simple 
(tribal) and complex (caste) societies. A couple 
of decades ago marriage was a transaction, now 
it Is a kind of bargain between the related 
Patties, particularly in the caste society 


Marriage involves certain customary principles, 
the bride and the groom as well as some of 
their designated kins, It is now a sort of bargain 
land the game Is played between the concerned 
parties within the framework of prevailing 
customs, recognized social rules, both 
permissive and prohibitive, Thus marriage 18 a 
social game played within an accepted set of 
rules, customs, conventions and constraints 


Marriage Field : 


Marriage though takes place between two 
persons, potentially it establishes relationship 
‘between two groups that are opposed to each 
‘other within the social structure of the same 
substnibe/iribe or sub-caste/caste. This draws 
‘our attention to an Important. distinction 
between the concepts of endogamy and 
‘exogamy, which every known society 
demonstrates. ‘Endogamy’ Is the rule that 
requires @ person to marty within a defined 
social group of which he is a member, and 
“exogamy Is the rule which permits marrage of 
a person outside a specific social group of 
which he Is @ member, for example, In tribal 
societies descent groups (clans/su-clans) are 
exogamous units and in caste society for a 
person his sagotra group constitutes. the 
exogamous unit. Thus exogamous restrictions 
‘in traditional rural India ate defined In terms of 
cian, totemic group, teritoral group (ike vllage 
community) gotra or sapinda clans and sagotra 
Units are nationally widest kin groups, 


Sélection of spouse in traditional rural Indian 
societies (both caste and tribe) depended on 
three factors, namely, (1) martinge field, (2) 
specific kinsmen empowered to participate in 
the, selection process, and (3) recognized 
criteria of selection. In the Indian context of 
tradition—modem dichotomy, attainment of 
Independence by India (August 15, 1947) may 
bbe taken as the watershed in the study of the 
socal history ofthe country, 

During the pre-independence period the 
rules of Incest, exogamy and endogamay were 
strictly adhered to, both in tribal and caste 
societies, These rules wore operative within the 
limits of the social structure of one's own 
society. Any breach in these rules invariably met 
‘with Imposition of: prophylactic punishments, 


‘which sometimes led to social ostracism. These 
norms though were common to all societies, the 
range of thelr application was culture specifi 
‘Apart from one's own society, marriage field 
Included one's own social geography, that Is, 
the proximal ethnovcultural region with a 
‘notional poltico-ridical boundary or @ natural 
sub-region, 3 


During the preindependence period rural 
and tribal interiors lacked minimum 
communication facity, and therefore, mariage 
alliances were seldom forged at distant paces 
Moreover, the general tendency was to have 
bride from known vilage, people and family. In 
respect of tribal communities the average area 
distance of marital ties was limited to. few 
Ihlometres, but In ease of caste socetles sich 
distance was never more than 40 to 50 ks 


In tribal societies there is a clear-cut 
dichotomy between prohibitive categories of kin 
and permissive categories of kin for purposes of 
marriage, whereas in caste society the size of 
the prohibitive category of kin Is determined on. 
the basis of recognized degree of relationship, 
‘both generational and lateral. Among several 
tribal: communities, which are based on 
tunilineal descent system, marriage between 
certain kinds of relatives is obligatory. Marriage 
alliance between speciic groups or categories 
of kin Is referred to as ‘prescriptive marriage” 
system, where affinity is determined by birth 
‘Among many Dravidian tribal communities and 
South Indian caste groups bilateral cross: 
cousin marriage Is permissive, but mother's 
brother's daughter 1s preferred over father’s 
sister's daughter in order to ensure a better 
social relationship between the mother-in-law 
tnd daughter inlaw in the farily, The structural 
Implication of the practice of prescriptive 
marriage system Is that it ensures an enduring 
relationship between two opposite descent 
9roups. 

Under the impact of modemization, and rising 
levels of liberal education during the past few 
decades the number of prescriptive marriages 
thas declined, particularly in respect of educated 
{youth with salaried income. 

In the traditional caste society, certain 
amount of violation of the rules of endogamy 
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‘was permissible, and that is how anuloma 
(hypergamous) and pratiloma (hypogany) nus of 
‘marriage had been insttuionalized. According 
to the principles of anuloina marrage a Brahman 
could mary & woman of the lower three vara! 
(Kshatriya, Vaisya and Sudra). embod! 
Brahmans could marry Nayar women in Kerala 
Liketuise, a Kshatriyo could have a wife from the 
two lower varnas, and a vatsya from sudra varna 
When a man of ower vara marred a woman of 
higher varna it was called pratiloma 
(hypergamous) marrage, this sort of union was 
always conderied, However, most marriages 
were samaloma (ogamous) which means people 
married within their respective endogamous 
social domains, 


In spite of strict rules of endogomy and 
‘exogamy some people did violate the norms and 
were consequently punished even In the pas. 
But now-a-days society does not pay serious 
‘attention to breaches in the rules of exogamy 
‘and endogamy. And not only that even cases of 
Incest violation are simply ignored, if not tacitly 
approved. 


‘Spouse Selection 


In India, societies by and large are 
patrilineal, patriarchal, patilocal and patrinymic 
‘and thus in the past as well as now among the 
tracition-bound familes, choice of spouse stil 
rests with father, mother, mother's brother, 
father's sister's husband, father's brother, 
father's brother's wife, father’s sister, mother's 
brother's wife, elder brother, elder brother's 
Wile, elder sister, elder sister's husband and by 
such other olderiy kinsmen. In tribal societies 
traditional clan elders, dllage headmen, priest 
and territorial leaders used to be Involved in the. 
process of mate selection, and this practice Is 
sti in voaue, This means that the party to mate 
selection in respect of tubal societies Is both 
kin and community-based, whereas in the caste 
society i Is only kin-based, 


Now the situation has changed. Since past 
few decadks, in several instances choice of mate 
Js done by young men and women themselves, 
and approval of the parents of both is only a 
formal affalr. Even in instances where traditional 
fexogamous and endogamous norms of mate 
selection are infringed, the parents tolerate, 


accommodate, and adjust with thelr children's 
‘overbearing and unreasonable designs against 
thelr wishes 


The role of middleman was crucial in mate 
selection, especially in the traditional caste 
society, The importance of the role of the 
middleman has increased in the present context 
‘of growing consumerism both In tribal and caste 
societies, particularly among the educated 
section. He mediates and moderates the bargain 
betwen the concerned partes, The bargain is 
bout the quantum of dowry to be paid by the 
bride's parents to the groom's parents, The 
value of dowry though is determined through 
‘mutual bargain it has a correlation with groom's 
formal educational attainment, nature of salaried 
Job, social position and monthly income, 
itera of Spouse Selection and the Plague of 
m of Spouse Plague: 


Earller more attention was being paid to one's 
‘good parentage, integrity, ‘suave manners, 
sense of duty, skil, esponsibility, altrusm and 
sactfice, Patents of the bride pakd meticulous 
attention to the blemish-fee record and 
‘character of the groom. On the other hand 
parents of a groom always looked for an 
‘accomplished bride from an appropriate family. 
‘Their minimum specification being that the bride 
must be healthy, handsome, sober and must 
rove to be adjustve. And attention was also 
paid to her supposed chastity and good moral 
character. Normally no material demand was put 
forth by the parents of a groom, because 
parents of a bride invariably gave an appreciable 
amount of gits in shape of clothings, utensils, 
furniture, Jewellery, cosmetics, food materials 
‘etc. Sometimes cate, land, cash, orchards ete 
were alto given according to the abiliy of the 
parents of a bride, Demand of dowry always 
carried some social stigma and social 
disapprobation, and hence none pitched any 
demand publicly 

However, with the Increase of modernization 
and rise of female education parents of 
educated girls searched for approprla 
matches, Their number steadily increased and 
marriage market became competitive, Educated 
prospective brides now outnumer young men 
placed in high postions, This syndrome has 
{got nothing to do with the gender ratio of the 


craze of the parents of educated brides for 
young men in coveted government jobs is 
"symptomatic of feudal temperament, India Is stil 
reeling under colonial atmosphere. Biding for 
such grooms are becoming acute as more and 
‘more parents of bres come to think that their 
daughters will remain safe, secured and 
comfortable as money, authority, perks, 
prestige, privilege and immunities 
Inseparably linked up with such public Jobs. 
‘Therefore, payment of dowry has become an 
Important component of the marriage institution 
among the educated people. 


Despite the enforcement of antidowry law 
(The Dowry Bill of 1960) by the Government, 
clandestine demand and payment of dowry have. 
become a common phenomenon of the day, 
Parents of educated and well placed unmarried 
young men vie with one another in bidding for 
highest possible amount of dowry. The situation 
has become ao rabid that parents of most of the 
prospective grooms, demand dowry In flagrant 
olation of the traditional norms and sense of 
decency of the society. Some of them, though 
‘ave modest in demand at the time of martlage, 
tty to extract dowry from the parents of the 
bride subsequently through subtle pressures, 
‘and fllure on the part of her parents to comply 
with leads to commitment of all sorts of 
atroctties on the bride. The end result of this 
‘unhealthy process is j-reatment, desertion, 
divorce or death of the bride. 


Newspapers are replete with information 
about various atrocities committed on young 
married women, This gives rte to many other 
‘social problems, Gender discrimination was 
there in Indian society, but under the prevailing 
circumstances, attitude of the society towards 
the git! child has become blatantly 
discriminatory, 


1991 census data indicate thatthe sex ratio 
In the country Is imbalanced, and hence tt is 
ot favorable for the growth of a healthy soctal 
‘order. According to 1991 census data there are 
929 females per 1,000 males, whereas in 1981, 
there were 934 females per 1,000 males, and 
thus during the past decade sex ratio has 
become more unfavourable, This might be partly 
‘due to the recent explosions in science and 
technology. With the recent developments in 


medical science and technology, and the right 
to abortion having been legalised, 
<liscrimination against git child has deepened. 
Since now it is possible to detect the sex of 
hhuman embryo, several parents resort to medical 
termination of the pregnancy (MTP) if it is a 
female one. This is a dangerous social trend 
and will undoubtedly disrupt the gender ratio at 
' faster pace. The parents who resort to this 
nefarious course obviously foresee a gloomy 
future in nourishing a gil child, and In geting 
her settled in Me through marriage, 

Evils of Child Mariage + 

Once upon a time child marrigge was the rule 
of the Indian society. Since it was a retrograde 
Institution, the Colonial Government had 
ppassed the Child Marriage Abolition Actin 
1860 In order to eradicate K, But despite the 
enactment of several laws, chill marriage Is a 
‘eomimon practice In many parts ofthe county, 

Cid marriage is a baneful custom, because a 
child of 5 to 6 years of age, whose life hos 
barely begun, f married to somesone, is not 
destined to experience freedom and joys of life, 
‘whereas her parents are happy to be relieved of 
the burden of @ daughter so soon, It is 
‘commonplace knowledge that gil chikren ore 
discriminated against male children in several 
‘tadition-bound Indian families, 

{In more than one millon cases out of the four 
rmlion marriages held annualy in Inda, the age 
‘of the bride is below the offal age-tmit of 
according to an estimate by the U. 

Planned Parenthood Federation 
(Chatterjee, 1994 : 18). The phenomenon of 
child martiage Is not only 3 problem of ceriain 
backward communities and areas of the county, 
but It is a problem of the whole nation, The 
average age of marriage for gli, less than 15 
years in the country as against the lego! 
stipulation of 18 years, Early marriage means 
longer reproductive eyele for a woman, and 
more number of pregnancies, Frequent 
pregnancies entail malnutrition, il-health and 
susceptibility to diseases, The reasons of child 
marriage are both economic and cultural. The 
cious eyele of poverty, ignorance literacy and 
social unrest promotes child marriage, 

Uneducated women with low soclo-economic 
status generally bear more children. Such 


‘women hardly enjoy being pregnant so often 
because of lack of proper food and rest. This 
situation promotes maternal morbidity. Every sh. 
‘minutes India loses a mother due +o maternal 
morbidity, These recurrent materniies ate thrust 
‘upon them amidst ltheath. They are not 
empowered socio-economically to protect 
themselves from the irresponsible and indifferent 
behaviors of their male partners. Many 
unmarried young women are either enticed or 
forced into the sex trap. Their plights and woes 
‘are limitless if they are deprived of family 
support, 


‘These disruptive incidents run counter to a 
healthy social order. If the society becomes 
diseased, the quality of Ife of its members will 
fast deteriorate, The social values, norms and 
Institutions which mankind had evolved 
meticulously and painstakingly over thousands 
‘of years can be destroyed within no time if the 
present trend of selfishness of the post-modern 
‘man {allowed to gain absolute control over 
vital and erteal social affairs. For instance, the 
Institution of monogamous matriage had evolved 
by mankind over thousands of years os the ideal 
corner-stone of human social edifice 
(Mchennan, 1865, Morgan, 1877, 
Westermarck, 1891). 


Role of Bride-price and Prestations : 


Earlier the institution of mariage represented 
4 distinct socio-cultural domain, which defined 
ts components (bride-prce, doviry, middleman, 
prestations, ete) rights, duties, privileges and 
linmunities centering around husband, wile, 
their offsprings and their respective kin in the 
society, 


Bride-price/bride wealth, which has been 
fixed by convention and til being honoured 
‘among several tribal communities and backward 
caste groups in Indian society has an Important 
social role. Now-a-days some marriages entall 
payment of bride-price and some others dowry 
Where there is consideration of bride-prce, it 
‘may be rendered either in goods, or in kind, or 
In services, resulting respectively in the ultimate 
payment of brideprice, Where no consideration 
js demanded, a marriage may be solemnized by 
fan exchange of gifts of approximately equal 


value between the families of the contracting 
parties (Murdock, 1949 ; 20) 


Bride-price and bride move in opposite 
directions and remain on opposite sides. The 
sum total of marital rights and the marriage 
prestations constitute a single fund of value 
‘apart from the set of rights in the bride's sexual 
‘and procreative capacities and domestic 
Services. It Is an instrument or means for 
legitimizing the status of children, For this 
reason, in bride-capture and elopement- 
‘marriages bride-price, though not pald before 
cohabitation between the couple, i is certainly 
ald when the first child Is born to them. It is 
fan insttutionalized exchange which ereates and 
‘maintains social relationship between two 
families (and groups). That way It contributes to 
‘mutual Interdependence and social cohesion, It 
is @ cementing factor in social relationship, 
especialy in simple socletes, 


“Mariage is followed by a systematic sequence 
of gifts and counter-gifts. Exchange of gifts, 
counter-gifts and services, channelled through, 
affinal relationships, is backed up by social 
sanctions, Marriage exchanges promote social 
Jntegration and therefore, goods and services 
fre exchanged at regular intervals. Bride-price 
prevents conjugal separation. The customary 
Fequirement among several tribal communities i 
that if a married woman intends to 
dosert/divorce her husband then her parents 
will have to return back the bride-price to her 
alfines, and this Iso difficult tas, 


Marriage and Social Parenthood : 


Marriage ensures social parenthood, and 
mating does not. It involves an effective concern 
for child care and hence increased dependence 
fon society. Steady increase of community 
control over the individual had forced him/her 
to accept marriage as an inevitable stage in 
human life cycle, which simultaneously let to the 
Public denouncement of only mating 
relationship, On the other hand man's greater 
ependence on his culture pressed him to 
establish rules and regulations that defined the 
procedure and right to sexual telationship, 
procreation and upbringing of children to full 
‘grown members of the society, Marriage is an 
Institution which leads to. formation of 


Family controls powerful emotional disturbances 
‘and disruptive actions which emanate along 
‘with sexual maturity. Sex engenders. violent 
emotions, Thus through marriage sex is 
regulated and 9 strong foundation for group file 
‘and soctal solidarity 1s lad 


Family : The Comerstone of Society 


Family 1s an association or group based on 
kinship relationship (affinal, descent and 
consanguine, Co-operation 1s basic to human 
nature and organization of groups. Family 98.0 
social group provides tdentity and support to its 
members, Family isan inseparable component of 
household, which te the baslebullding block of 
‘human societies, Within household economic 
production, consumption, child-rearing, 
fenculturation, inheritance of property, 
succession to social postions, and provision of 
shelter are all organized and carried out. The 
‘core of the household, world over consists of 
some form of family, @ group of relatives 
{consanguines and some affines) that stems from 
the parent child bond, and inevitable 
Interdependence of men and women, 


‘There is close connection between mariage 
and family, Family may be structured in many 
different ways, but it provides for socially 
approved sexual relationship and economic co- 
operation between men and women and 
furnishes the necessary setting for child rearing 


Many different mariage and family pattems 
exist across societies and throughout history 
‘The history of marriage institution shows that 
‘monogamous marriage is the most evolved type, 
‘which conspicuously outnumbers all other 
types, Families have been very diferent across 
societies. Among all types, the nuclear family 
certainly outnumbers the rest, As diferent types 
of families co-exist in all societies, it would be 
‘appropriate to speak of “families instead of the 
amy. 
Family and Household 

Men had evolved family out of necessity and 
experience. They had conceptualised family with 
two strong social bases, namely, affinity 
(between husband and wife) and descent 
(Getween parents and offsprings) because of 
absolute and ndubitable dependence of human 


offsprings on adult men and women for survival 
‘The human family is social group composed of 
‘2 woman, her dependent chikiren and at least 
‘one adult’ male joined through marriage (as in 
patrilineal societies) or blood relationship {as In 
Nayar matrilineal society) 


Families as distinet blo-cultural and ocio- 
‘economic units have taken many forms, and are 
undergoing constant mexifiations. Most of the 
humans are born in families and they live thelr 
whole lives in families. This means that family 
revolves around birth, life and death of & 
person, And every family, while being a conjugal 
fone for some members, is also a natal one for 
sotne others. Therefore, it has dual nature, A, 
nuclear family, which is a conjugal one for the 
‘married adult pal, 1s also simultaneously a natal 
family for theie children. Family Is a domestic 
social group, which consists of persons united 
by tes of marriage, consanguinity and 
constituting a single houschold. Its members 
Interacting and communicating with each other 
In their respective social roles as husband and 
wife, mother and father, son and daughter 
brother and sister and creating and maintaining 
‘@ common family culture, contribute to the 
structure and functioning of the society 
Household is the basic resldential unt within 
Which economic production, consumption, 
Inheritance, child rearing and shelter are 
organized and carried out, In the vast majority of 
human societies, households consists of 
families, or else thelr core members constitute 
‘even though some members of the 
household may not be relatives of the family 
around which i 1s built 


Household consists of a set of people 
amongst whom there Is @ structured system of 
relationship and who live under one roof. There 
is @ network or pattern of ‘relationship 
(normative) between the persons, who Interact 
with one another by virtue of their roles 
Whereas family a8 a social group or association 
consists of a structured system of relationship. 
Its not concrete ike a household. Its structure 
varies in space and lime, For instance, a nuclear 
family may grow into an extended family, and 
the latter in course of time may result in a 
number of riicleat families in cyelie form. A 
‘nuclear family may totally dlsappear. One can 


comprehend its structure, which has no 
‘correlation with space and time. However, 
familes. are distinguished from other social 
sroups by their emotional, socio-cultural antl 
legal intrinsic values 


“Typologies, Structures and Functions : 


Families can be clasifed in various ways: for 
‘example, (on the bests of marrage, (i) on the 
hhasit of residence after. marviage, (i) on the 
basis of the principles of descent, (iv) on the 
basis of authority, (¥) on the basis of 
inheritance of family names, and (i) on the basis 
‘of structure. All the empirical varieties have 
different socio-cultural dimensions; but what is 
common to all of them is thelr centrality to 
society. All of them exhibit four critical 
relationships, namely, (9 between the spouses, 
(W between parents and chiren, (ii) between 
siblings and (v) between primary and secondary 
{and tertiary kins 


Before discussing the functions of the family 
‘as well as the critical interpersonal 
relationships within it, one has to make & 
atalogue of common family types. From the 
available literature it 1s evident that they are sb. 
in number, namely, (0) consanguine family, 
(1) conjugal family, (ut) nuclear family, 
(ie) extended family () compost (conjuga-natal) 
family and (¥) joint family. A consanguine familly 
consists of related women, their brothers and 
the offsprings ofthe women e.g Nayar tarvard of 
Kerala).A. conjugal family consists of one man 
(or more) martied to one woman (or more) and 
their offsprings. A nuclear family consiets of 3 
married couple and their unmaried children. i 
may be without chidren if they are not yet born. 
In nuclear family there are both sexual and 
descent relations. Thus it has broeder and 
stronger social base. Descent may be direct 
Ainea) and shared. An extended family has more 
‘segments. In agrarian societies small nuclear 
families commonly constitute parts of larger 
‘extended famles. This kind of family is in part 
‘conjugal and in part consanguine. It inchudes 
father, mother, brothers, unmarried sisters, 
uncles, aunts, their children and grand- 
parents. All these people, some related by 
blood and some by marriage live and work 


together. A composite family tnclades within ts 
fold both conjagal and natal families. In 
societies where there may be more than one 
‘musband or wil in a family atthe same tie, the 
‘conjugal natal familes are not independent 
units, but are rather segments of a composite 
contugal-natal family. Thee © composite faraly 
consists of two or more conjugal-natal family 
segments. A Joint family consis of a group of 
people related by ties of marnage and blood, 
Who generally ive under one roof, eat food 
cooked in one kitchen, old property in 
common, undertake joint farming of fand and 
participate it common family worships. Tis sort 
of family once dominated Indian village 
communities. 


‘The following characteristics are common to 
all the six family types mentioned above. These 
are : (1) A family resuits out of some form of 
marriage; (2) Socially approved sexual 
relationship between the husband and the wife 
leads. to procreation of children; (3) The system 
‘of nomenclature of the family domain accounts 
{or its structure; (4) Common habitation among 
the members of the family promotes soclo- 
cultural togetherness; (5) Economic co- 
‘operation and sharing of resources maintain 
tunity and solidarity among the members, and 
(6) Upbringing of children and thelr socialization 
ensure continuity of the family ti 
Notwithstanding these, recent empirical 
levidences indicate that some families do not 
fully fll all these conditions. 


‘Syntemic Functions of Family 


Families are structurally and functionally 
varied across soceties, yet they have some basic 
functions that are more or less common to al. 
Societies are systems and they are made up of 
interrelated and interdependent parts like an 
‘organism. Among all other parts of the society 
family isthe basic one. if society Is a larger 
‘organism, families within it are smaller social 
‘entities or wholes. The organismic approach 
‘though is fraught with limitations, yet it help in 
understanding better the system sustain 
functions. Functionally all the elements 
contribute, to the existence of the whole. 
Likewise, inost of the families continue to 


sustain the society with their systemic 
functions. 


‘As the. basle building block of the society, 


sem to be common — 


(1) Sexual activity within the society is 


controlled and regulated through 
‘mariage and family 

(2) Special emotional, social and economic 
ties firmly girdle the relationship between 
the spouses. 

{@) It offers appropriate social miieu for the 
birth of human offsprings, and provides 
social paternity to them. 

() It provides for the care of children, and 
for their upbringing ond socillation. 

(6) It provides social Mdentity and status to 
its members. 

(6) It ensures economic and social secunty 
to its members 

(7) Though exchange of goods and services 
Ie promos a wider social network. 

{@) It contributes to the growth of ‘kin 
groups, social neighbourhoods and 
setlements 

Control and Regulation of sex = 

‘The impetuous drive of sex may impel 
Individuals. into reckless activities. without 
Impunity. Such behaviour may imperil and 
disrupt the corporate nature of society and co- 
‘operative relationships upon which social life 
hinges, Sex is a powerful biological need of 


Societies grant controlled permission to 
individuals through socially established norms. 
Everyone is allowed to have his/her sexual 
satisfaction through socially approved means. 
Societies also face the pfoblem of reconciling 
the need of controlling sex with thet of the 


individuals who are not content with their 
‘marital sexuality and seek extra-marital relations, 
In order to solve this problem all societies have 
devices like cultural taboos, social permissions, 
‘injunctions and punishments, However, all 
societies have provision for marital sexuality, 
‘where, within the family organization, a married 
‘couple overcomes the impulse by observing all 
social and cultural proprieties, nevertheless 
sexual aberrations are there in all societies 
where proprieties of cultural taboos are not 
‘observed, and such incidents are:_ in 
‘adultery, mismating, status unchastity, 
Incontinence and fornication. Despite these, 
family is the best mechanism to control and 
regulate sex, the powerful disruptive force of 
human society and culture 
Emotional, Socal and Economie Tes: 

‘The family which a man ond his wile build 
after their marriage is exclisively their own 
‘scio-cuiturl world, They remain together in all 
‘kinds of situations. Together they realise the 
fullness of human life, They express emotions 
towards one enother in various ways. They 
share joys and sorrows, pleasure and pair 
happiness and worries, gratifications and 
tribulations, affluence and poverty, plentitude 
and want in equal messure 

Family funetions as 8 solkd socio-economic 
mit. Both the spouses exercise Joint control 
‘over family assets, resources and income, and 
share joint responsibilty towards. fomily 
lisblitles. In most of the simple and traditional 
‘societies women do net inherit property, but 
espe thie wives play a decisive role in family 
‘economy. Spouses co-operate with each other 
fend assist each other in all sorts of situations, 
‘Jointly they manage the intemal problems of the 
family and together they deal with other farily 
segments, neighbours, kins and strangers, 
“Thus the social base of the family constitute the 
core of human society. 

0 


‘Social Mix for Birth of Human Offspring : 
Family provides appropriate social base for 
reproduction and nourishment of human 
‘offsprings. Family as a social group functions 
with well defined sets of interpersonal 
tionship among Its members, such as 
‘between husband and wife, parents and 
children, and among. siblings. The sets of 
reciprocally adjusted habitual responses are 
‘equally defined, which promote a fund of 
‘common good will and fellow-feeing. Members 
fof a family are emotionally, socially and 
‘economically bound up and individually as well 
‘as jointly discharge their “socio-cultural 
sponsibilities towards one another. The 
clustered relationships within the family 
factitate, directly and reciprocally, the birth of 
olfsprings as well as pre-natal and post-natal 
care of mother and child 
‘The relationship between husband and wife 
tn a nuclear family is socially consolidated by 
the sexual privilege which society accords to 
the couple for procreation of children. Child 
birth isnot a random phenomenon. It is carried 
‘out as per social regulations within the family 


is granted by the society to spouses in a 
nuclear family, But husband and wife abide by 
sexual decency and social regulations, such as 
periodle restrictions and taboos so as to-ensure 
' harmonious social order. 

Family ensures social parenthood to the 
colfsprings. After bith every person is socially 
Identified with his/her parents, family and 
society. Social parenthood is very important for 
‘everyone, One's position in the social structure 
1s first determined by his/her social parenthood, 
Parenthood is determined right from the tine of 
conception of a woman. A mother needs a lot 
fof care to deliver healthy chikiren, and only 3 
‘human family can ensure ths. Materity care 's 
culture-specific in simple and traditional 
socletles. Such care is only possible in family 
atmosphere. Provision of special dit, leisure, 
required pastime, health care and an 


u 


socio-cultural environment can be made in a 
family atmosphere. 
(Child Care and Socialization : 


‘Alter birth, human offsprings require to be 
‘nursed, tended and reared to physical and 
social maturity by thelr parents and other kins 
The burdens of reproduction and child care are 
strenuous and risky. Children are a source of 
strength, Inspiration and securily,"and hence 
‘parents and other family members meticulously 
fulfil the obligations of child care, Parents have 
to make a lot of secrfice so as to bring up the 
children within their available means. 


‘An infant has to be fed at regular Intervals 
‘leaned timely, dressed and fonded. its tolet 
habits are regulated gradually. In the reating of 
children the future interest of parents Is 
Jnvolved, In traditional societies grown up 
children Jook after thelr old parents. Thus In 
child care sell-interest of parents works a8 a 
motive, Parental natural love also works as @ 
further motive for meticulous child care 
Individual and social advantages thus operate in 
{2 variety of ways to reinforce the reproductive 
‘aspects of the parent-child relationships within 
the muclear family. 


‘The most fundamental of these relationships 
's the one that obtains between mother and 
child, which is grounded In the physiological 
facts of pregnancy and lactation. The father 
becomes involved inthe care of the child only by 
‘sharing the tasks with mother. Older children 
frequently assume partial charge of their younger 
siblings. Grand parents, if present, also share 
the task joyfully. The entire family thus comes 
to participate in child care, and is socio 
ccuiturelly unified through this sort of co- 
‘operation. 


Enculturating and educating children to take 
thelr role in the fll Me ofthe soclty/community 
‘are the chief objectives In all societies, Cultures 
‘while manifest through the behaviour of 
individuals, set appropriate patterns for 
persons. All cultures change through time, but 
they have an enduring continuity which 
supersedes the le span of humanbeings, 
Calture, with roots in individual behaviour, 1s 
superindividual, An individual derives his 
personality through the process of 


fenculturation, that Js, learning appropriate 
‘modes of behaviour from his/her culture while 
‘growing up. Thus a child's personality is 
developed, A personality is the Integrated 
system of behaviour, both learned and 
unlearned, which is. characteristic of an 
Individual, basically In the context of one's own, 
culture, 

“The human infant, who comes into the work! 
'@ Diologieal drganism with animal needs, is 
radually moulded Into a social being. Every 
child learns to conform to the norms of the 
‘group. Parents and family remain as the primary 
‘agencies of socialization. 

Provision of sodal Identity and Status : 

Every society 
complicated but patterned network of social 
relationship by which statuses/roles are 
Interconnected. In every society people occupy 
statuses and play roles thereof and eschew 
them whenever they become redundant in the 
context of their social structure. Every person 
has some sort of social Kentity (or identities) by 
virtue of which one interacts with his fellow 
‘men, Social identity thus is the status or role 
norm, The domain of a social status consists of 
some prescribed norms which determine the 
nature of Interaction in respect of that status. 
Every person occupies several statuses at any 
point of time and play the roles thereof. One 
‘interacts with another person by virtue of a 
single status at any point of time 

‘The source of social statuses/roles is the 
nuclear family. Birth determines certain statuses 
within the family of orientation, and while 
‘growing up one may acquire new statuses as 
per social necessity. One needs brief or 
knowledge about the duty and right of statuses, 
Social position or statuses have conceptual 
‘autonomies as specific social Identities. A social 
‘entity, whether ascribed or achieved, has a 
body of rights, duties, privileges, powers, 
fmnenunites and liabilities. The social base of all 
the social identities, which one Is likely assume 
In his/her community/soclety, 's one's own 
nuclear family (the family of orientation and 
procreation). In the social structure of one's 
‘own commurity/soclety one has to play roles by 
‘ire of some social identities. In the family the 
rowing child develops his first habits of 


2 


reciprocal behaviour, that Is, his first 
Interpersonal relationship on the basis of his 
‘deny, 

Economic and Social Security : 

Every family has some: Income generating 
assets,some source of livelihood or able adults 
to eam for the family, Every family needs 
‘economic resources, which are arranged by Its 
adult’ members for management of thé whole 
family. In a family, father or mother or both 
censure food, clothing, shelter and other material 
requirements for the chilren, olf members and 
the sick, Family groups compose effective 
‘economic units of production, consumption and 
exchange and function as sold economic units 

Whatever may:be the nature of resource base, 
ile in @ family group rests on fellow-feeling, 
‘sympathy, sacriflee, tolerance and co-operation. 
Parents ensure comfort to their children often at 
tremendous sacrifice. All these values aim at 
‘ensuring the social cohesion of the family 
group. Members of a famiiy undertake the tasks 
alloted to them on the basi of age-sex criteria 
for the successtul functioning of the socio 
‘economic unit, With the passage of time 
chiléren become adult and take up the roles of 
the latter. However, usual economic activities 
are undertaken on the basis of age. sex, 
ascribed status and aptitude or special ski 

‘The economic security which family provides 
to Its members is a system-maintaining 
phenomenon. In all societies children are 
dependent on parents or other adults for 
‘economic support, and when the adults become 
‘ld and children become adult the trend of 
‘economic dependence is reversed, Family is the 
most Ideal social group where each takes from 
the common resources as per his/her needs and 
contributes 26 per one's abilty 

Like economic secuy, family provides social 
security (0 all tts members, In traditional 
focleties, such as Indian rural society, the 
care of the sick, disabled, mentally retarded, 
Infirm and aged persons, is taken up by their 
respective family members, and without this their 
condition will become miserable, If they are ltt 
vuncared for, the soclety will become 
pathological. Nowadays some families shitk 
these social responsibilities under severe 
‘economic. strain, which trend is growing and 


societies do not come out fast wlth programmes 
of social security measures. The cause of social 
development will be severely eoperdized if they 
continue (o neglect this aspect 


This problers has arisen as both husband and 
wife take up salaried jobs or some gainful 
employment so as to mitigate their economic 
problem, and simultaneously the extended 
family structure has dwindled. In families where 
both the father and mother leave the home and 
90 to attend their respective professions, 


nourishment, socialization and security of their 


young children immensely suffer 
Promotes Wider Social Network : 


In Indian rural society, village communities, 
enste groups, tibal groups, religious minorities 
and their kin groups are bound up by a fund of 
goodwill and fellow-feeling through the 
‘exchange of goods and services, Exchange of 
‘goods and services in Indian rural society has 
‘been Institutionalised to promote social 
‘cohesion. Goods produced by people are 
consumed, exchanged and ghen as gifts on 
ceremonial and festive occasions, such as, 
birth, initiation, name giving, marriage and 
death to reinforee social solidarity. Individuals 


families, whether of patrlocal, matrlocal or 
‘avunculocal types. Unlike nuclear families they 
Include tertiary kins and represent wider kin 
ccucles. In a nuclear family the kinship bonds 
which link the members to one another are 
pert anal (as between husband and wife) and 
partly consanguineal (as between parents and 
children, and between siblings). Out of the 
nuclear family emerges the extended family, 
which, tke the former, is also a residential kin 
‘group. And out of this grows the lineage, 
which {sa consanguineal kin group. The 
members of such groups are predominantly 
‘bound by consanguineal ties. Alfinal thes of 
course exist within such a group only 
Incidentally (as between husband and wale) and 
‘indirectly (an in-marrying spouse of a 
‘consanguine). Operation of incest taboos make 
such groups exogamous, and therelore, brother 
‘and sister cannot remain as members of the 
same consanguineal group (lineage and sib) 
Like family, ther kin groups, namely lineage, 
‘ub or clan are based on cultural principles, 
Lineage is not a residential kin group. It is 
‘regularly based.on a rue of descent rather than 


for interaction family Wentity is very crucial 
because family constitutes the beste societal 
Unit for consoeiation, 


Gift exchange at the level of family 
consolidates and widens the social circle of an 
Individual and his family. Gift exchange and the 
‘system of presentations are investments for 
‘earning the goodwill, sympathy and co- 
‘operation from the recipients who belong to the 
social circle. Thus family promotes and 
‘maintains wider social groups In the interest of 


Family i the source of various kin groups, 
that is, soclal groupe based on kinship. An 
Individual is frst a member of a nuclear family, 
‘and through it one Is related to extended 


Neighbourhood is crested by a group or 
‘cluster of families. Neighbourhood consists of 
the local group, which Is called community, 
Nuclear family and the community, which 
constitute the neighbourhood, are universal, 
‘They are found everywhere. In certain European 
‘countries and North America nuclear families are 
getting depleted and single member families are 
‘ining prominence. Spatial proximity unites 


families into a neighbourhood. And 
neighbourhoods differ from one another on the 
basis of the style of life of people. Thus in the 
dynamism of kin groups and growth of 
neighbourhood the role of nuclear family 1s 
‘crucial. 


“The Changing Family Strcture = 


‘The forms and functions of family have 
undergone adaptive changes with changes in 
the technological and! economic superstructure 
of society. Change from extended to nuclear 
and from nuclear to fiensbip family (where the 
‘man Is not marred to the woman) oF temporary 
contractual family (where the conjugal 
felationship between a man and a woman Is 
‘based on a contract for a stipulated period) is 
fan example of structural change. In a nuclear 
family or an extended family or» joint famiy role 
structures and authority systems are well 
entrenched in tradition, Familes are economic, 
soclel, religious and cultural social entities. In 
India extended and joint families fostered 
sociological pracess that were conducive to the 
agrarian structure of the society. The recent 
trends of change in the famiy structure i not 
conducive to the growth of a healthy society 


‘The transition from joint to nuclear family 6 = 
process of disintegration of the older social 
‘order. Contemporary sociological literature 
‘iews the process 25 one of alienation. Nuclear 
family became inewtable in the changing 
‘economic scenario of, the postSecond World 
War period. Woinen ” activiss hailed i as 2 
Iberetion irom lifelong submission and 
ddrugery In an extend’ or joint family. This is 
‘a moverment from) collectivism to indvehatsm in 
the context of acquisition of quality of ie 
Nuclear family to a large messuré ceduced 9 
wilésal denial and sendy. In dhe process of 
chaage from extended or joint family 10 a 
nuclear one, the prominence of man gave way to 
that of woman. In 9 muciear family she plans 
the domestic chore and family budget and 
handles money. Nuclear family is a compact 
family of husband, wile and their chien, wich 
realises its aspirations within its means. But 
with the ratio of working women gradually 
‘increasing, the pressure on the housewife, both 
outside and inside the house becomes 
Intolerable for her. Coupled with recaeitrant 
Individualism this situation shatters the balance 
‘of family life. The conflict creates a hiatus 
between the husband and the wife. I there is 9 
divorce and the chili are young, then they 
are left with the mother. Now opert trom 
discharging her role at mother she wil have to 
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be the breadwinner. The child or children) 
gets negiected, unloved: and lonely. Its 
‘emotional needs and parental Intimacy is 
thwarted. The father figure so vital to child's 
lunbringing is missing. Therefore, socialization 
process becomes imbalanced. 


{a Europe, and particularly in America more 
that a third are bor to single parent {aries 
Large numbers of women have to rely on welfare 
funds to bring up their children, In order to 
overcome tis crisis in the U. S.A 

programmes for ‘successful fatherhood" have 
been launched (Noir, 1994). However, much 
before the international attention to the 
problems of the family was drawn, the Indian 
Paciament had enacted a legislation to preserve 
this basie social group by facilitating the 
resolution of domestic disputes: The purpose of 
the Family: Court Act, 1984 was to free this 
‘vital social group from the stresses and strains 
that # war being subjected 10 by various 
modem foross 


‘Sex without ethics should be discouraged, 
otherwise # will quickly push family to ts 
doomeday. It fs incumbent on the international 
community 19 promote sex with ethics and 
thereby promote » culture of responsible 
procreation. Family must be preserved In the 
lmerest of Framankind. Soctety vill rot exit, tf 
fay s destroyed. Family cannot surive if a 
rman and woman do not co-operate yith each, 
‘other in socially approved manner for the 
procreaton, nourishment, care and socialization 
of eiidan, 


Nanonal Government shou delineate brood 
‘policies for the preservetion of families. Without 
fomity none wil renin sci, Fay, the basi 
societal unit, must be strengthened to 
Serengthen national societies and the human 
Frater, Party functions be alowed 1c romain 
‘ule speetic. The road of unethical global 
trend on to fomdy function be prevented. The 
unethical postmoderisa: is a sll destuctive 
thenomancn. We have to create family fendly 
socwues by dempening the spit of eompetive 
coomumessm and unethical sex 
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‘The Subamarekha river originates in the 
Chottanagpur Plateau and flows through the 
States of Bihar, West Bengal and Orissa before 
faling ino the Bay of Bengal. This "goldentine” 
its name indicates was Wentified for 
Providing Irrigation facilities for agricultural 
‘production and ensure economic development 
of.a very backward atea of the county. In the 
year 1978 the Government of India gave 
concurrence after @ tripartite agreement among 
the three riverine States for the construction of 
the ambitious Subarnarekhe Multipurpose 
Project (SMP). The total catchment arca is 
18,951 Sq. Kms. The break up of catchment 
‘area among the three States is assessed at 
13,590 Sq. Kms. ip Bihar, 3,201 Sq. Kms. 
Orissa and 2,160 Sq. Kms. in West Bengal. 
After completion of the Project the share of 
Water between Bihar, Orisa and West Bengal 
will be In the proportion of 32:12:1 respectively 
To utilise the Orissa share of water, the 
Suibamarekha Irrigation’ Project (SIP) has been 
planned in Orissa to lrigat 0:9 lakh hectare of 
‘cultvable area primarily in the tribal dominated 
district of Mayurbhan) 


‘The Subamarekha Inigation Project (SIP) of 
Orissa covers three Command Area Reservoirs 
‘at Haldia, Jambhira and Baura all in the district 
‘of Mayurbhan}. Water to these reservoirs will be 
carried from Galudih Right Bank Canal (GRBC), 
located in the Singhbhum district of Bihar 
‘almost 56 Kms. upstream from the Orissa 
border. After this canal reaches the Bihar Orissa 
border it is called the Subamarekha Main 
Canal. This Main Canal together with ts 
Branch Canals and distributaries and minors 
will feed the three command area reservoirs of 
Haldia, Jambhira and Baura to irrigate the 
respective command areas. The fourth reservoir 
located at Ichha in the Singhbhum district of 


Bihar is part of the Icha Project being 
constructed on river Khadkal, a tributary of, 
Subamnareldie 


‘As part of the developmental planning in 
India construction of Multipurpose Dams was 
tahen up in a big way soon after independence 

It Is estimated that by the year 1985 a sum of 
Rs.15,026 crores had already been spent on 
‘major and medium irrigation projects in the 
‘country. In e developing country tke ours where 
rilions tive below the poverty line and seldom 
get enough food to eat, such irigdtion projects 
provide a ray of hope. Better facilites of 
lerigation apd power means better crops, which 
‘turn means improvement in the food security 
for millions of peoffe. According to the Central 
Water Commission beneits lke hyroelectrity, 
lrrigation, flood-control, industrial ° and 
‘municipal water-supply are not possible unless 
water is stored in reservoirs ereated by dams 

Perhaps it was with the idea of inspiring the 
‘public with a vision of the future that our frst 
Prime Minister Pandt Jawaharlal Nehru referred 
fo such projects as Temples of Humanity, 

However, the most important problem to be 

loaked into while embanking on these 
‘ambitious projects is the rehabilitation and 
resettlement of the persons uprooted due to 
‘such big projects. The Project Affected People 
(PAP) face many problems in the process of 

shifting from their ancestral houses and seldom, 
‘agree to give up their immovable assets to the 
project authorities unless provided with 

‘adequate compensation In the form of land for 
‘agriculture, house site and compensation for ~ 
rehabiltation. 

‘The construction of such projects: means 
‘acquiring vast tracts of land. Most of these 
‘projects in india are constructed in remote areas 
which are generally near the forests, These 
Projects affect the tribal people who are original 
Inhabitants of the forest areas, In the long run 
they may Senefit from suck Multipurpose 
Projects but the immediate loss of home and 
land is great and the experience is traumatic. 
They are uprooted from thelr natural 
surroundings and lose their tradtional access 
to the forest resources. They are provided with 
‘an alien setting which leaves them totally 
shaken. This is the most unfortunat 
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‘consequence of such projects and calls for an 
Indepth study with a view to identify the human 
problems and offer solutions for smooth 
‘execution of the projects, 

Profile of the District: 

Mayurbhan) is a backward district of Orissa 
where 68 per cent of the population are tribal 
people. The river Subarnarekha flows through 
the districts of Mayurbhan) and Balasore in 
north Orissa (Map attached In Annexure) and 


femptise itself into the Bay of Bengal. With . 


tremendous optimism the multierore World 
Bank Aided Subornarekha Irrigation Project 
(SIP) was planned to Aharness the State's share 
of the rivers water (1.409 CuM.) and irrigate a 
‘vast tract of neatly 110 lakh hectares of water- 
starved, fribal-dominated areas in Mayurbhan} 
‘and the Coastal areas of neighbouring Balasore 
distlet, The project in the survey affected 
several poor tribal families who live in the area 
marked for the construction ofthe reservoirs. In 
the near future they have to move out once 
Water stars fillng up in the reservoirs. As in 
simllar projects in Western nda like the Sordat 
Serovar and the Tehei Dam in the Garhwal, the 
tribals had to struggle for survival. A study 
conducted by the Operations Research Group 
(ORG) at the behest of the Orissa Government 
to prepare an Action Plan for rehabiitaion and 
resettlement of the oustees of the 
Subarnarekha Irrigation Project (SIP) In the 
construction of the Jambbira Reservoir gives us 
a clear picture of the socio-economic profile of 
the people affected by the construction work at 
‘one of the dam sites. The proportion of men 
‘and material that would be affected in the total 
construction can be gauged from the magnitude 
fof loss in the case of the Jambhira Dam as 
aken below — 


1] sc | 6625) 240 (1000) 
2] sr | 1799600 | 1742600 | ssn 000 
a] 0c | 1564 601 1561 49 | 125,100 

rout [3429.60 | 1171499 foeas 0004 


‘Source: Census of India, 1981 
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‘The tribal familes outnumber the scheduled 
castes and general population as shown In the 
Table 1:1 above. A list of villages with the 
families affected under the Haladia Reservoir 
‘also endorses the above trend (Annexure), 
that the scheduled tribes population constitute 
the majority of the Project Affected People 
(PAP). A glance at Annexure A and B will 
‘endorse, the similar view as regards the fares 
affected togather with the type of loss under the 
Jombhira Reservoir. 


‘Though almost all the tribes of Orissa are 
found in Mayurbhar), the district is dominated 
by tribes like Santhal, Ho, Munda and the 
Bathud tribes, Like any other tnibe of Inca, the 
above tribes too live In close proximity with 
nature and most In and around forests, Teal 
lie and culture is 0 Interwoven and integrated 
with forests that once uprooted from these 
habitats they are badly shaken. "They face 
total social, economic and cultural crisis of 
identity, alienation, stabiity and order", The 
large scale displacement of people inhabiting 
the area and rehabilitation of these people 
sometimes results in maladjustment and social 
tension 


Although the unirigated agricultural lands of 
Mayurbhanj and neighbouring Balasore distit 
will be greatly benefitted due to irigation and 
‘other facilities that the Subarnarekha Irrigation 
Project (SIP) promises to bring, yet, one cannot 
‘overlook the human problems that accompany 
the construction of a dam and flooding of the 
area, The most sensitive Issue is therefore the 
uprooting of the tribal inhabitants of those 
‘areas and shattering thelr soclo-economie and 
cultural base, in adltion to disturbing various 
ecological conditions of the area like 
destruction of forests, loss of wildlife, problems 
fof erosion, waterlogging, salinity etc. The tribal 
people of Mayurbhan) who constitute majority of 
the displaced being iliterate and thnocent are 
the worst hit. The trauma of being uprooted 
from their natural setting where they have lived 
for generations and then adjusting to an alien 
etting may bave disastrous effects on the 
lnnocent tribal people, With the uprooting thelr 
composite cultural life undergoes unexpected 
changes as if their fe is broken into a myriad of 
splinters and along with it shatters the innocent 


‘and pure Joys of their life. They are forced to 
‘tacrifice the warmth and security of their 
‘ancestral home for the sake of the development 
project. The project does hold promises of 
prosperity and progress for the area, but such 
evelopment can take place only at the cost of 
the poor and hopless tribal oustees who are 
destined to lose In the process of development. 

Displacement of people due to such big or 
‘algantic projects 1s inevitable. Therefore it 
becomes the duty of the Government and the 
project authorities to ensure that misery and 
sufferings caused to the displaced population 1s 
Kept at the minimum level. This is necessary not 
‘only from the humanitarian point of view but 
‘also for the smooth execution and completion 
‘of the project. Adequate precaution must 
therelore be taken to understand the genuine 
problems of the displaced persons and to adjust 
‘and accommodate their needs to the extent 
desirable and possible. Experience has shown 
that the successful implementation of such 
projects depends to 2 large extent on the 
manner in which reconciliation has been 
affected betwoen the divergent views of the 
concerned State Government, displaced 
persons and the project authorities. 


‘The execean'ol the Submarekha Irigation 
Project (SIP) involves careful planning and co- 
‘ordination of the three machinarles of the 
Government of Orissa, the Government of Indio 
land the World Bank who are one of s major 
financiers, All three of them have formulated 
policies and have certain guidelines to enswe 
payment of adequate compensation forthe loss 
suffered by the persons to be displaced. It ts 
Worth while to outline and examine the 
rehabilitation policies as proposed or practised 
by the various authorities. 


‘The Rehabilitation Policy of the Government 
‘of Orissa regarding the Rengali Multiperpose 
Project, 1973 had most of the basic provisions 
fof a good rehabilitation and resettlement policy 
Later this policy was made applicable to all 
inrgation and power’ projects In the State. A 
‘major modification was made in 1983 after the 
Introduction of the Forest Conservation ct, 
‘when’ alienation of forest lands for settlement 
purposes became dificult. This modification 
Introduced the option of "Cash in Hew of land” 
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| land was not available, Hence the Government 
did not have the responsibility of providing 
replacement land. Despite the existence of @ 
reasonable policy since 1973; the Rengall 


Irrigation Project made a poor start with only 
15% of the oustees being properly settled 
similarly 85 per cent of the 3,000 families 
affected by the Upper Kolab Project in the 


Koraput district of Orissa did not receive 
replacement land even though Government land 
was available; same is the case with the 
‘ongoing Upper Indravat} Project in Kalahandl of 
‘Orissa, the dam's construction 1s now stalled 
due to a major accident in 1992, 


The liberalised Rehsbilitation Policy of the 
Government of Orisa, 1990, has few essential 
characteristic as regards the resettlement and 
rehabltation due to construction of Irrigation 
Projects. They are as follows = 


{8 Any one who retains less than 3 acres of 
land after acquistion forthe reservolr will 
be entitled fr agricultural land. 

‘A ton above 18 yoars whether married or 
‘unmarried wil be treated as 2 separate 
family in matters of rehabilitation 
‘assistance. Physically and mentally 
retarted persons will be entitled for 
assistance irespective of age 

Each displaced family will be provided 
‘with 0-10 acre of homestead land for 
settlement. An asbestos top house of 
floor area 300 to 400 Sq. feet, with 2 
rooms, a ktchen and a bathroom in 
rehabilitation colony, 

Each person wall get agricultural fond 
depending on the area/land los! by the 
‘displaced pefson. Cash in lew of land 
Le. Rs.8,000-00 per acre for unitrgated 
land and: Rs.16,000:00 per acre for 
‘mignted land if Government js unable 10 
he the land 

Rehabilitation work to start well in 
‘edvance $0 that the oustees will already 
‘be accommodated in the new colony 
‘before the reservoir actually fils up. 

“The selection of the rehabiitaion colony 
1s alo done witha fot of care so that 50 
to 100 familes of one sector/class are 
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‘accommodated and adjusted in one new 
‘colony with necessary amenities like 
approach road from nearby main road, 
faternal link roads in colony, schools, 
ppublic health centres, community 
centres, tanks, wells, tube-wells, places 
‘of worship, burial places, etc 


‘Compensation money will be deposited 
in the name of the awardee in any 
nationalised bank or post office where 
the oustees will as far as possible be 
shifted, Shifting will be done: with 
Government vehicles. Rs.500.00 per 
‘month will be glven to each family for 
‘one year in order to provide maintenance 
‘il adjustment in the new colony. 50 per 
cent of Government vacancies of 
‘unsklled poss in the project area will be 
filed up out ofthe displaced families. 


During the execution certain 
‘components of the rehabilitation plan 
may be entrusted to reputed voluntary 
agencies. 


‘The resolution will be given effect to from 
1-6-1990, Displaced familes, who have 
already been provided with rehabittation 
assistance either in the shape of land or 
‘cash prior to 1-6-1990 will not’ be 
‘eligible to the assistance provided in the 
Resolution. 


lt ls one thing for the guidelines to be 
formulated and another to ensure proper 
Implementation. In order to ensure faithful 
Implementation of the rehabilitation poly of the 
Government, is imperative to ensure effective 
‘monitoring and supervision particularly at the 
Project level. Such supervision should be done 
with the active participation of the 
representatives of the people, who can bring the 
problems and sufferings of the oustees to the 
notice of the authorities. With this background 
‘an Advisory Committee has been formed for the 
district of Mayurbhanj under the Chairmanship 
of the Revenue Divisinal Commissioner. The 
Chief Engineer of the SIP, Collector & District 
Magistrate of Mayurbhanj and the MP or MLA 
of the area, This Committee meets at regular 
Intervals. and in addition to reviewing the 
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progress of rehabilitation the Committee also 
sends recommendations to the State 
‘Government at necessary. 


‘An organisation of the oustees has been 
formed under the banner of the "Subarnarekha 
Budianchal Suraksha Samiti" (Society for 
Protection of persons affected by Subarnarekha) 
fn all four reservoir areas, The Samiti is very 
‘vociferous and has effectively stalled work by the 
‘contractors at the Jambhira ste for quite some 
time protesting against inadequate 
‘compensation and Indifferent implementation of 
the policy of rehabilitation. A‘ memorandum, 
submited to the district authorities contains a 
charter of demands as follows — 


1) Compensation for land and property on 
the basis of replacement value, 

‘Complete rehabilitation arrangements 

before filing of the reservoir and 

‘consequent flooding of villages. 

[New village sites with all basic facilities 

tn consuitation with affected persons 


‘A minimum of two hectares replacement 
land and 500 Sq. Mts. of homestead 
land, 


C) 


4@) Community/illage, as social unit for 
resetement 
) Adequate measures to rehabilitate 


landless persons and artisan: 
75 per cont subsidy of the estimate for 
evelopment of replacement land 
Rehabilitation grant 
transportation facilites, 


Employment to one member of each 
‘use fomiy. 

‘Adjustment of the cost of replacement 
land from compensation on easy terms, 


‘The above demands of the affected people 
have been raised repeatedly before the 
‘authorities. Non-ulilment of their demands has 
forced the affected people to resort to 
demonstration, gheraos and other forms of 
aoitation. Often such agitations have turned 
violent and led to police action. The 
construction works at various sites have come 


to a standstill on several occasions. In fact the 
‘most basic demand of proper settement at the 
new village site with Basic facies before actual 
flooding of the reservoir has been accepted by 
all including the authorities as the most 
‘genuine of al their demandse 


‘A complete picture of the Subsrnerekha 
Invigation Project can be had ifthe details of the 
submergence, population affected and familes 
‘displaced are outlined. A brief sketch is given in 
table 2:1, 


Table 21 
‘Submergence, Population afected and Fares 
‘Displace Table-2 
7 _ Arca Holla Jontira Baus Khia Tou 


The table shows that the magnitude: and 
Implications of displacement is huge and 
requires a very liberal outlook and a lenient 
policy on the part of the concerned authorities 
in order to make the construction smooth and 
displacement easy. Based on the demands of 
the oustees, past experiences of resetioment, 
‘and the World Bank recommendations in 
dealing with involuntary resettlement in India 

and recommendations of the Committee of the 
‘Subamnarekhe Inigation Project the Government 
fof Orissa formulated a modified polley for 
resettlement in the year 1990 for Subarnarekha 
Project custees. The main objective was to take 
ecision in order to prowde certain benelits to 
the displaced persons in regard to Land 
‘Acquistion and Rehabilitation, which are the 
two basic preconditions to make any 
Resettlement and Rehabilitation Programme 
successful. The following important decisions 
were taken and they were improvements on all 
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other policies discussed before. The decisions 
were taken as flows — 

9) Houses, coming on the bank of the 
‘canal should be acquired if the house is 
found unsuitable for living. Individual 
cases wall be decided on meri 

(9 After acquisition, small fraction of land 
remaining with the tenant in a plot 
which is not fit for agricultural operation 
Is also to be acquired. In this case also 
individual cases will be decided on ment. 

(20 In canal area villages, families whose 
houses are coming under acquisition 
‘and their balance landed property is less 
‘than 3-00 acres should get rehabititation 
facilities lhe those in the submerged 
villages. This is not covered by 
Rehabiltation Policy of Government of 
‘Orissa, However, it was decided thatthe 
‘ews of Rehabiltation Committee can be 
‘intimated to Government in Irigation and 
Power Department for consideration and 
section 

(All the Land Acquistion payment should 
bbe done through Bank by issuing Pass 
Book. 

(Government in industries Depertment 
‘may be moved for keeping some seats 
reserved in the Technical Training 
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Institute Mayurbhan) for the training of 
the eligible displaced persons in diferent 
trades. 

‘Alter establishment of Rehabilitation 
Colonies, Government in Health 
Department may be moved for 
‘construction of dispensary/hospital In 
the colonies, 


Government land is avalabe in 6 villages 
for resettlement of displaced persons of 
Tehha dam. The  sub-Collector, 
Bamanghaty should make a spot visit 
‘along with the Tshasiiar of Bohalda, 
Zone Officer and concerned Assistant 
Engineer, Subarnarekha Irrigation 
Project and finalise the rehabilitation 
colonies for the displaced persons of 
Tchha dam. He should also take views of 
the displaced persons. 


Depending on the availablity of land, 
Aisploced famaies who are left with some 
‘gricultural land should be resetlled in 
the same vilage or nearby village, 


Displaced fanlies who are becoming 
‘completely landless should be resettled 
in the nearby villages as per the 
vallablity of Government land. 


For rehabiltating the displaced persons 
‘of Jambhira and Haldia reservolrs, lands 
are available in 31 vilages and 7 vilages 
respectively. The Tahasldar;- Beripada 
should find out the extent of 
Government land available in these 
vilages for the purpose of rehabilitation 

‘Thereafter lands under un-objecionable 
encroachments ean be settled with the 
landless persons 0s per rule and balance 
land available for resettlement can be 
determined, This should be taken up on 
priotty basis by the Tahaslar, 

Eligible displaced families should be 
‘accommodated in diferent antipoverty 
‘and income generating schemes by 
respective Blocks. 

Leaflets should be. prepared and 
distributed among the displaced families, 
Indicating the measures to be taken for 
thet resettlement by the Chief Engineer 


(oii). One Bikash Patrka should be given to 
‘one person in each displaced femilies 
‘which wall contain all the deals with the 
photograph of the displaced person, 

(his) The public institutions and places of 
Worship which are coming within the 
‘canal alignment should be reallocated by 
the project authorities, 

lus) Factities for self-employment schemes 
should also be extended for the 
‘educated unemployment persons of the 
submersible areas, 

(si) Fresh enumeration of displaced families 
1s per the rehabilitation policy will be 
taken up. 

(Gul) Department of the custoe families wil be 
‘given employment in the vacant post in 
the project, particularly in the Class 
and Class-V levels, instead of bringing 
In outside candidates. 

Ite estimated that the construction of the 
four reservoirs involves the acquisition of 20 
thousand acres of land and affects 5,000, 
families, the tribals being the majority among 
the families affected. The Table at AnnexuredV 
gives an insight Into the progress of land 
‘acquisition, concerning the SIP as on 25-3 
1992, By’ and large they are all however 
dependent on agriculture for thei Ivelihood be 
they tribals or non-tribals. What is most 
‘essential is proper rehabilitation of the affected 
‘population, which can be only done with the 
help of a team of multidisciplinary experts, 3 
social scientist, land consolidation specialist, 
land revenue specialist, iigation planner, ete 
By the year 1990 about 34 villages have been 
ppald compensation involving @ sum of 100 
crores, But much has to be stil done, 


Inspite of the fact that some precaution was 
taken at all levels to ensure proper 
‘compensation tothe familes, there were many & 
slip between the eup and the lip and it was the 
poor tribal oustees who suffered, All the major 
tribes of Orissa are found in Mayurbhan) but 
the tribes who are most affected due to the SIP 
are the Santhals, Ho, Bhuyan and Bathudis 
Majority of them depend on agriculture and 
work on their own land. Some others work as 
farm labourers too, A small percentage is 
‘engaged in household industries such as Sabai 


grass cultivation and rope making. Few of the 
tribal people rear goats, sheep and poultry, 
tc, but hardly in g commercial manner, Much 
of the transactions take place in the weekly hats 
fr at the doorstep itsell. A look at annexure V 
{and VI gives an insight into the type of workers 
In the two sites of Jambhita and Haldia. Its 
‘almost the same pleture In the Baura and Iehha 
Dam sites. 


Whatever may be the extent of loss incurred 
‘and the compensation by way oF rehabiliation 
given, there is no denying the fact thatthe tribal 
farniles are not aware of the actual loss. Stories 
fof a green Mayurbhan} and better economic 
conditions of the people make them temporary 
overlook the loss of land and home. 
Construction work of the reservoirs by clearing 
the site will be followed by the actual rush of 
Water to the reservoir in due course at a much 
later time, but itis not realised by many affected 
people at present. During the course of the 
survey of the area, I had the occasion to tlk to 
‘several tribal people both young and old about 
their understanding of the SIP and the extent of 
damage or gain likely to result. The innocent 
land expressionless look in thelr faces was 
‘enough to tell their woes of having resigned to 
fate. They are not aware that unless they are 
safely taken to a new resettlement colony with 
proper compensation they would be without 
hhome and hearth once the water was allowed to 
flow inthe canals and collect in the reservoir to 
bbe plugged and channelised for irrigation, 
clectrcty and flood contral. 


‘The data given in Annexure (A snd B) give 
1 clear picture of the Project Affected People by 
easte/tibe ard the type of loss Incured in the 
‘Jambhira Reservoir Area. While moving round 
the Rangamatia area, a vilage which ' partly 
afected due to the Projects Jambhira reservoir 
fone gets the feeling voiced by the tribal people 
themsolves. Sakura Ho, one of the olfest men 
of the ullage does not really know what to do 
‘with the compensation amount. He does not 
seem to be optimistic about getting another 
piece of land for himself $0 that he can settle 
there as land is both scarce and the prises have 
also soared high. To add to his misery he has 
flso spent off part of the amount without 
thinking of the future. it Is but instctive and 


natural on the part of Sakura Ho, for how can a 
oot tribal contal his urge to spend when 
some money comes to his way. Anather old 
woman -Poro Devi hardly knew what was 
happening or what would be her future. Hardly 
fity years of age bat ooking about seventy yeas 
‘ld due to mounting tension and uncertainty, 
she wept bitterly because sbe hed heard that 
the water would submerge mich of the forest 
‘area on which she and her family depended 
Hers is not the only volee of tribal woman, 
Scores of ether tnbal woman aso far that they 
would be orphaned without the forest, 


While moving around the villages of 
Dhangrisu, Sirsa, Saraskana and other nearby 
vlloges, where large areas would be flooded by 
the SIP, one realised that the tribel families 


‘economic base i.e. its 
land there may be 


In the employment opportunities also 
dislocation from the native place 


Majority are used to Sobai cultivation and its 
processing besides working as wage labourers 
The change in area due to the rehabiliation 


‘economic activities. 


‘The tribal people are intensely attached to 
the original abode where they supplement thelr 
household income by collecting firewood, minor 
forest produces, fishing and hunting, etc. Once 
‘gun the fear that the new place may not have 
the scope for tbl community festivals, which 
‘normally take place in the forest surroundings is 
also present in the mind of the PAPs. Thus, 
besides causing serious economic deprivation, 
displacement also affect the very structure ofthe 
tribal society, which increases their alienation in 
the new settlements. As a group they have 
certain beliefs, myths and rituals which are so 
close to ther life pattern within a social group 


a 


hat upon displacement they are scattered and 
disintegrated depriving ther oftheir base of Joy 
‘and menry making, The tribal families are also 
Tess compatible with nortba families and find 
it diffe to adopt, adhst and integrate with 
them easily. The so-called forward 
castes/elasses also do not socialise with the 
tbl people. The effort therefore has been to 
find place for the ousiees in similar settings 
‘ther in the same vilage or in 8 nearby vilage 
‘where they can settle In @ grqup or cluster. 
Some tribal villagers in Rangamati, Badamtia 
and Andharoda areo which fall under the full 
affected zone were very sceptical and flt that 
the future hol only doom for ther and thei 
families, They complained that few among them 
ould -manage to. get better compensation 
because they knew the local field officals, 
whereas others suifered, This sort of 
harassment of the weaker among them is also 
not ruled out and comes in the way of far 
compensation. 


Ingplte of the good Intentions of the poliey- 
makers to maki the revised policy ofthe SIP as 
Hbaral as possible, it suffers from certain 
Inherent limitations, As per the revised polly 
‘any male ‘member above 18 years of age 
becomes automatically eligible for rehabiltation 
Donefits but the female divorcee, spinster ot 
widow Is not given any benefit, One cannot 
‘overlook, the actual trauma such persons wi 

face once they are removed from thelr orginal 
place Af stay. Secondly, the extent of 
rehabilitation benefits to be given in case the 
entire agricultural land 1s submerged (but not 
house or place of stay) is not properly spelt out 
in the revised policy. A clear cut direction must 
bbe given in order to ensure fair play while 
Implementing the policy, so that the affected 
tribal people have the least scope for 
resentment while glving up their hearth and 
home for a more noble cause, The new polly 
has fixed a cash compensation of Rs. 8,000 per 
‘acre and Rs.16,000 per acre for untigated and, 
Inigated land respectively, which is quite low. 
[Hence with escalting prices ‘and unavallabity of 
land in nearby areas betier compensation 
amount may be fixed taking into consideration 
the prevailing market rate. The policy for 
providing a pucca, asbestos rooting house with 


verandah fs hardy acceptable to the rural, tribal 
‘people. They like to lve in a group and defintely 
prefer a larger house with courtyard, ete, as 
they have been used to such coinforts. A cash 
grant of reasonable amount can be therefore 
sven to the oustee to allow him 18 build his 
‘own home instead of the government spending 
it, This arrangement would give more breathing 
space to the tral people and they can build a 
‘comfortable home and also save them from the 
problem of red tapism In the functioning of the 
government machinery. Government procedure 
are not only slow but costly too. The 
‘maintenance allowance of Rs.500 for a period of 
‘one year as spelt out in the polley Is too meagre 
‘an amount and the period of a year is too short 
to allow a tribal oustee to get acquainted 
In @ new settlement. A more reasonable 
allowance keeping in view the inflation and an 
‘enhanced tine period of at least three years can 
bbe agreed upon 


The revised rehabilitation polley aso provides 
for raserving 50 par eent of the clerical and 
lunskiled posts for the oustees. But the tribal 
‘ustees are not wery qualiled 10 take advantage 
of this provision. Literacy lave is atl ety low 
What is therefore required 4s lowering of the 
qualifying level, or to lower qualifications and 
skils oF provide them training to mest the 
requisite qualifications, This can be best 
proved for by vocational training programmes 
‘The role of the non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs) specially n planning, implementing and 
‘monitoring of rehabilitation and resetlement of 
the oustees may be made more pronounced 
Due to their nature the NGOs come in close 
proximity with the tribal people and ean 
elfectively motivate the oustees in co-operating 
with’ the government machinery during 
evacuation. They can also effectively educate the 
evacuees especially the iterate, innocent tribal 
evacuees on the diferent: aspects of land 
acquisition, compensation and other intricate 
provisions of the policy related to R and R 
matters. the policy strangely remains silent on a 
very crucial aspect with regard to village 
woodlots, grazing land, burial grounds, 
recreation facilities and sacred places, etc. All 
these are important aspects of a trbal hfe and 
can hardly be neglected or overlooked, 


“The authority to implement the provisions 
has not been properly earmarked as in the case 
in Maharastra, Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh, 
Much success can be achiaved-if the official 
‘concerned with the implementation are not so 
fffcious but in contrast are more sympathetic 
‘nd concemed with the human issues, For if 
the human beings affectd are not handled 
ceaehully they may impede the progress of the 
project. "Il no proper planning’ pre-designed 
for the resettlement, the affected vilagers and 
family groups will get seattored to greater alien 
‘environments after facing discrimination and 
hostility’, Much depends on the host of 
dedicated officials and the rapport and 
confidence they can generate among the 
‘oustees, Therefore for the sake of expediency 
some officers and lower staff ought to be 
specially selected for the dificult job of R and R 
as lot of care and concern is required in matters 
fof land acquistion, payment of compensation, 
tte, Only few officers, have been earmarked from 
the SIP side, whose Job is limited to assessing 
the value of immovable property other than land 
land providing the special infrastructure at the 
new ste and the construction of houses to the 
allottees. More oificers are required to properly 
implement the other provisions of the policy, 
‘especially from the humanitarian point of view. 
‘Another limitation is thatthe tribal society being 
uch more neaily organised and cohesive and 
collective in funetioning than the general society 
feel the pinch most, when the collective spirit 
and group cohesion vanishes and in the new 
setting the tribals lose a great heritage. They 
become refugees in thelr own area where there 
ancestors had lived for hundreds of years in 
close proximity with nature, The government 
machinery 1s most insensitive to this sensitive 
issue while planning the package for 
Rehabiltation and Resetlement 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


1, The rehabilitation policy should be made 
as liberal and flexible as possible so that 
‘the people who gite up thelr land do it 
‘wllingly and without resistance. 

2. Three possible ways by which the 
purchasing of land by the tribal oustees 
‘can be made easier are as follows -— 


(A leniency on the part of the government 
in the form of waiving or reducing the 
registration fee and stamp duties 30 thet 
the land becomes cheaper. 


i) The government may also “dereserve" 
stable extent of “Jungle Kisam of land” 
80 that the shortage of requisite extent 
fof land may be met with towards 
‘compensation, 


(i) Private land can be considered for use In 
rehabilitation, This ean done through 
legal measures by using existing 
legislation on land consolidation, land- 
reforms and land ceiling, Another 
‘method Is through market mechanisms 
by providing appropriate Institutional and 
financial support to the PAP especially 
the poor tribal people to procure the 
land 


3, Another recommendation Is that those 
displaced tribals can be provided with 
alternative strategy of nonland based 
‘schemes, This may be.in the shape of 
‘ath in lieu of land. Suliable free training 
should be imparted to the oustee tribals 
to pursue other income-generating 
schemes like diary, pouly, goat rearing, 
plantation of trees, cane and bamboo 
‘work, leat-plate making, Sabal grass 
cultivation and rope making, ete. Some 
relevant and important trades like typing, 
‘yele reparing, electronics and electrical 
repairing, auto-works, motor driving, 
laundry and other trades, ete, can be 
Imparted ao that the pressure on land Is 
‘decreased and the tribal oustee can earn 
their lvelthood in different way 


4, While planning the R and R package the 
‘government machinery should be most 
fenaitive to the needs of the teibal 
‘people, People from the same social and 
ethnic background should be housed 
together in order to reduce the trauma, 
Efforts to make the new abode nearer 
the forests willbe a boon for the forest- 
‘dwellers, who eke out a livelihood from 
the forest out of fuel, fodder, timber or 
minor forest produce. * 


10. 


nL 


Due to delays and deficiencies in. the 
Implementation, the World Bank has 
tightened its purse strings making things 
‘even more dificult. There should be 
proper co-ordination between the wo 
‘governments of Bihar and Orissa so that 
the work is completed soon, Due to the 
Improper implementation the project 
Which vas supposed to be completed by 
the turn of the century appears a far cry 
now. The estimated cost has. shy- 
roeketted from 300 crores in 1980 to 
‘more than 1000 crores now. 


‘The project plan should be properly 
‘explained to the tribal people as they are 
not only poor but also mostly litera 
They are not only to be informed but 
‘also consulted time and again so that 
they can explain their problems, which 
are $0 diferent from the problems of the 
general oustees, 


The Project Alfected Persons should 
also include In is purview widows, the 
landless, and the nomadic tres 


Al possible efforts ‘should be made to 
completely settle the oustees before 
water starts filing the reservoirs 


Efforts should be made to give 
‘employment opportunl 
tribal oustees as possible in 
Irrigation Project self or in of 
government offices of the dst. 


Voluntary Agencies or Non-governmental 
‘Organisations should be allowed @ major 
role as they can understand. the 
problems of the oustees and help them 
In many ways. They can also act as 
bridges between the oustees and the 
project authorities 


‘The provision of providing a pucca 
house may be. reconsidered and the 
money given in instalments to the 
‘ustees who can bull their own houses 
with proper courtyard, efc. in keeping 
With the style of thelr old houses, which 
have come under the submergence plan. 


12, There is the need for a dedicated band of 
officers to execute the provisions of the 
policy honestly and efficiently 


13, Infrastructures. like roads, schools, 
dispensary, ete, should be in operation 
when the oustees teach their’ new 
abode. 


14, Provisions for advancing soft loans for 
‘agriculture and/or other trades should 
be made 


15, Universal increase in education and in 
facilities like stipend, free books, 
uniforms, as Incentives can be given 
right from the day the projéct is 
conceived 


16. All forts should be made to prevent 
exploltation ofthe tribals 


17. The weaker lot of tribals should not be 
allowed to be sidelined or harassed by 
the more vocal ones among them, It is 
the duty of the Government concerned 
With rehabilitation to give protection to 
all the oustees, 


18, Maintenance allowance can be Increased 
to Rs.1,000.00 per annum {rom 
s,500.00 per family from one year toa 
longer period of at least three years, This 
will give the displaced families enough 
time to be comfortable in thelr new 
environment 


‘One foels that with a ile care and concern 
fon the part of the government in implementing 
the rehabilitation poley in the later and spirit 
so much hue and cry will not be raised by 
activists and oustees against the mega dams 
1nd the possible damages to the tribal people 
by them. Bhakra, Tehri, Rangall, Narmada 
Valley, Hirakud Projects—are all multipurpose 
ddams and have had thelr share of laurels and 
brickbats, One has to take into view all the 
three important components tke water 
‘management, environmental and ecological 
concerns and above all the social 
‘consequences. 


‘Activists ike Medha Patkar, Sundarlal Bahuguna and others are resorting to weapons like 
strikes, fasts and demonstrations. What one forgets \s that nether the Narmada Bachao Andolan nor 
the PAPs of the project have ever suggested that dims should not be buit. That is a fiction that is 
being sold. What they are suggesting 's that the project should be redesigned to increase its reach 
‘and minimise the adverse impact. The mega dams have definitely ted up to their promise as the Green 
Revolution ushered in by the Bhakra Nangal Dam shows. Store water in big reservoirs are relief to 
farmers in drought situations and regular irrigation defintely brghters the prospects of @ good crop. 
‘They also help In promoting fisheries, tourism, generate employment opportunities, etc. It definitely 
ralses a number of complex social and environmental isues but his can be easly solved by carrying 
‘out a fll fledged environmental Impact study before going abeod with the construction of the dams. It 
is wrong to sacrifice bigger gains for such small losses. One such example is that if the logic of 
‘numbers isto be followed the example of the Narmada Valley Project can be cited. It provides drinking 
water to 1-73 crores people, saws 4 lakhs people from floods every yea, provides Irigation to over 5:5 
lakh people. Calculated the number of beneficiaries is much larger than those dislocated from their 
‘homes, Statistics has it that “ln India, four people are affected for every hundred who benefit from 
dams", Despite any misgivings the World Benk’s Independent Review has praised the long-term 
rehabilitation package offered by the Gujarat Government. Tribals who were earlier leading a hand to 
mouth existence, subsisting on roots for a part of the year, are now living in felative comfort in pucca 
houses with hand-pumps, biogas, lights, land, ete. to mention few of the comiorts. The quality of Me 
‘of the PAPS has improved. Let us wish this for the trbal oustees of the Subarnarekha Irrigation 
Project. Only time wil tel, : 
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‘ANNEXURE! 
UST OF VILLAGES WITH THE FAMILIES AFFECTED UNDER HALDIA RESERVOIR. 


SI Name of the Typeof Total No. Chssification 
No. “ilages Submergence of forlles 

tobe St SC General 

aisplaced 
i 2 3 4 5 é 7 
1, Ranglbeda, Fry submerged = 42” ak ry 
2. Haldia Partly submerged » » ‘ 
3, Balaramour Ditto nu u ar 
4, Mundakata Ditto 10 10 
5. Ambepunja Dito 0 10 
6. Karkachia Dito ” 34 0 
7. Nodhabani Ditto a 7 4 3 
8. Dardara Dito ry 6 8 
9, Hatimoda Ditto 53 2 n 
10. Khairabant Ditto a 6 0 

Total 32 mB 100 


DISTRIBUTION OF PAPs BY CASTE 


(Source: R+R Plan for Subarnarekha 1.P.) 
OKG Group 


DISTRIBUTION OF PAPs BY TYPE OF LOSS 


Avnexure-Il1 (8) 


Jambbira Reservoir, 


LBHAL:Losing both houce and land 
LHAPLiLosing house and part of land 
LL:Losing only tand 


OLH:Only losing house 4 
LPL:Losing part of land 


(Source: K¢R Plan for Subarnarkeba I.P.) 
ORG Group 
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Saora Riddles 
Hrushikesh Mahapatra 


I Is very well known that riddle Is very 
Important for the study of life and culture. Like 
myth legend, and folktale, riddle is an important 
‘component of folKlore. The composition of a 
riddle Is made up two parts. One part is 
‘question and the other part Is answer pertinent 
to the question. Usually in the question part & 
fact is concealed by means of either metaphar or 
‘simile where as the answer part of the ride 
reveals the secret. Because of this concealment 
riddle attains its unique beauty, significance and 
form. Riddle stimulates the Inquistiveness and 
Intellectual curiosity in men. The cutural back- 
‘round of the rdde Is very vast and varied. 


Hore is a study of the riddle that has been 
collected from Serango in Gajepati district 
(Parelakhemundi) a section of primitive hill 
Saoras of Orissa. 


Sora ridiles are closely related to their life. 
Scholars have divided the riddles in two groups 
fone of culture and the other of utility. The 
division under culture involves folk riddles and 
IMerary riddles, those under utilty are for 
explanations, jokes, celebrations and 
recreations. 


‘SOCIAL SETTING OF THE SAORA RIDDLE 


(a) It seems that riddles may be asked 
through out the whole year. But mainly during 
‘autumn, Inspired by the old people, boys and 
girls came together for questioning and 
answering riddles, 


(©) The evening ts the appropriate time for 
Hddles. Sometimes they utilise working hours 
for questioning and answering riddles till they 
{get bore, to break the monotony during work. 


(e) Riddles are indulged in mainly by children 
‘oF young people of both sex. Two individuals or 
two teams may ask riddles to each other. It i 
clear from the social setting of the Saora riddles 
that riddles are mainly considered as a form of 
entertainment and therefore are indulged in the 
evening and during the less busy nionth of the 


‘The Saora term for riddle in ‘Digur’ or 
‘Adigur. The specialist in riddle is called as 
‘Digurmar. He/She is liked by the young Saora 
folk. It has been observed that saora gis are 
‘more prominent in riddle than the boys. 
The riddles of Saoras has been classified as 
under. 
1. Related to natural phenomena 
2. Related to animal World, 
38. Related to food and vegetable World, 
4, Related to human body. 
5, Related to jokes. 
6. Related to" domestic ie 
In the following paragraphs each of the 
above said groups are glen. 
1. RIDDLES RELATED TO NATURAL 
PHENOMENA : 
Raja aon rupti adi Samabe. taglen 
‘Mangii gigi I binden gitadh ? Tutuee 
{one can see the sons of the king but 
‘can never count them, what is it? 
Stasi.” 
(©) Ter tangana amangtin, Je tongan 
‘ike ? Taoai. 
(The white bullock is followed by the 
ed bullock, what is it ? Fre) 
2 RIDDLES RELATED TO THE ANIMAL 
WORLD: 
(6) Raja asi kiditang ? Yantan. 
(King’s Chain, what is st? Black ants). 
© Yagi muyun Janang, bagu_muyun 
Janang achhudae, ab ga gaden daku, 
fin ate ? Gull, 
{The growth during three to four yea 
' not reducing oF increasing, whats 
? Sani), 
2 Kunde amanara ra ra Malin dakutin ? 
Pander 
(it bas buldging eyes, What is it ? 
Rabbit) 


(4 Berean esi pene, Gide 
‘gablena gablesite ? 
Papert on eee 
‘sun but never breaks, What is it ? — 
White ant—Mound 

(2 Edalin dakutin Kudun aaglenji den 
pti ? Padur. 


(The dry leaching wholes are 
concealed when filed ‘with water, 
What is? —Crab whole in the fel 
3 RIDDLES RELATED TO THE 

‘VEGETABLE WORLD AND THE FOOD : 

(@) Agur dangan Jaton, yoga dangan 
Tonka ? Aloe 
(The red pot below, the black pot 
above, what si? Vali» ype of 0 
rah, 

(©) Asidamar taramdin, asanamar ya ya 
ten dakating ? sarugn, 
(An ehlerly man sorrounded by 
yougsors, what is it? Aru 

{@ Mane gan ousalan tarang din ajlub, 
tarangdin ojangan alungse ajen. ? 
Bhada 
(Flesh below the outer skin, i the 
tone containing flesh, what Is it? 
Mango. 

(Laden atal tal site? Sind 
(Ladys neckless bids are kx bundles, 
what #'?—Dote pa. 

(@ Rajana sbanda anti ja ah gee ? 
Pedida 
(Birds ae unable to dink water from 
the king's pond, what Is it ? Caconit 
Water 


( Ranjana alantada butje gairaptie ? 
Paid. 


(No one can drink water from the 
king's spring, what i Mt ?—Green 
Coconut Water) 


(@)_ Roja abaengu atente ? Arresim 
{King's bringal without stall, what bs 
? an og) 

(hy Dubula tongan endungte, Yaga 
tangan huesit, itn ate ? Kanne, 


‘The while bullock Is sleeping, the 
block bullock ts roaming, what Is ? 
Pumpin), 


( Sabayindina soutikadabling dakatin ? 
Kinteal 


(it stands always with the shaking 
sword, what is Banana laf) 


© Atin barutingan sering, pad ganamur 
lin lasoti nal? Abagur. 


(Whi ascends from the hill top 
renleasing smoke ?--Mahua flower) 


8 Rsjana akadip butin ablingle ruptite ? 
Rieal . 
{Who can tell the name of the king's 
‘Sword ?—Banana leaf. 


4, RIDDLES RELATED TO THE HUMAN 
BODY: 


9) Lungar lingan tar piden tare site ? 
brn 


(The white mashroom of the rainy 
seaion are dazaing within the cave, 


‘what is tt Teeth), 
(8) Aboe manra tabdang erete eraite ? 
Medd, 


( moves to and fro within the twinkle 
(of an eye, what is it?—An eye) 

(2 Bada gadubar abur abot aruken ? 
Kuyu—Kuyu. 
(The hill is full of ups and downs, 
what fs ? —Hatr style) 

‘5. RIDDLES RELATED TO THE JOKES : 

{@) Bamnara irebenden etigai soulagte ? 
Unguiu. 
(Where ever a man goes shother 
follows him, what ist ?—Shadow. 

(©) Rojana arte edele arabtibe ? Tangar 


(King’s yoaking rope cannot be 
tumed, what i i? Welling hill road), 


(2 Aboi bangu rungigan, atum tumle ji 
binden Urubinden a bongay ? Kinsoal, 
(Which Cannot be straight with the 
hip of a bamboo Pipe ? Dog's tail 

(8) Yung lad, tin ate ? Bajona, 

(it Is like Sun rays, what is it 2 
Spitting). 


(Yagi abbon gal lingan ? Ara 
(has three heads and ten legs, what 

‘st? A ploughing man), 
6. RIDDLES RELATED TO DOMESTIC LIFE : 


(W Sodamar bintalenden engange, 
sanamar binta—lenden Yagte? 


(Bigger hunter parties miss the game, 
where as smaller parties gain it, what 
st —Comb. 


(©) Gamtinbin gantin, ungln bin dugte ? 
Sanag. 


(Wt moves in to the room and also 
‘outside the room what i it ? Door). 


(2) Kuddana jal diasingen jler dakutin 2° 
Janah. 


(That cleans the house, court yard and 
back yard, what is i 2—Broom stich 
{@) Kuda lingan gablena gablesite, taaiin 
‘game, Mayo game ? Donki. 
At rests on the fre place, without fire tt 
Is cool, when cooked it resists the 
heat, what is i ?—Pot earthen nor 
metal) 
fd) Kadia tanga lasote.dubula tongen 
‘edalate, iin ate 7Along 
(Replace the black bullock by white 
bullock, what is tt ?—Straw). 


WE goes with empty stomach and 
returns with full belly, what Is i? 
Carriage of water inthe earthen pots. 

{@) Abot rin sora ing, yagt un tangata 
7 Toe'xtng. 
(iree/four persons are dancing on a 
point, what # ? Rice pounder 

(9 Asudamar_goble site, asudamer 
endugte ? Tuk. 

(Bigger ones are siting idle while the 
smaller ones are roaring shout, what 
is 1 Smal baskets) 

© Asin ajong rujudang ajgdang ? 
Randa. 


(The monkey's bone is undulating, 
‘what is it @—drying of paddy 

W Antar jumte, antar asangten dangee 
yamle  tangseng lent dakutin ? 
Gurudiar. A 
(tt rolls round with a stick, feeds and 
clears the bowl, what is it ? an 
arinder). 

) Atungen aurnta jan gan dah, baeene 
ajetun daku ? Alsing. F 


(Bones are covered by flesh, what is 
t—thaich of a house (Kachhal. 

From the examples mentioned above it Is 
clear that the riddles of Saoras reflect the 
diferent stages and conditions of Ife lke a 
parody. Their use of rides reveal a lot depth 
‘involved in their meanings. They are both 
thought stimulating and highly entertaining, 
When the Saoras thatch their house tl 
replace the old straw by the new strad. It 38 
Indicated by the riddle, "Kadia tangan losote, 
Dubula tangan odeete.” 

For diferent fruits and foods, taking the 
shape size and colour they use riddles. During 
‘summer mango is an important-food item of the 
Sooras. It is explained to the riddle, "Manegen 
‘auslan tarandin din ajelv, tarong din aingan 
slungan alin.” The food ‘egg' is explained in 
the rile, “Raja aboengu antentie™. The Saoras 
planted coconut in the hills. The riddles related 
to these plantations are also in vouge among 
them, It is explained In the riddles “Rajana 
banda’ anti ja ah gae” and” Rajana alontoda 
baija galraptie™ Similarly diferent aspects of 
‘Seora Ife are explained in different riddles, 

‘There is conscious recognition of the fact 
that riddles act as a functional device for Social 
entertainment and as well they are considered 
1s coterie of intellectual sill and quickness of 
‘wit. Like any other riddles Saora riddles also 
perform the educational function because of thé 
nature offs very content. 


{t wall be an understatement to sey that 
‘idles are bosically recreational in thelr nature, 
‘on the contrary it evokes the lofties of Keas in 
@ Seora mind. To have a clear cut 
Understanding of their life in thelr very context, 
proper cultivation and explanation of their 
riddles are necessary, 
Reference: 
1 1 tan 
awe Dee cow of nan Fon 
2 Dames AtanThe stay of For” Peni 
Ine Enewood Cl NJ 1968 


A Than al YR pve le stn Ate 
the farmal of Foltore, Avg 1988" ean 
Prsscanod 


‘S.C. Mohanty 


‘Oxford dictionary defines property as 
‘possession’ (3) or ‘things owned. In reality the 
term ‘propery simply does not mean things’ or 
"possessions only but the relationship between 
people and things. The concept of property 
assumes or set of things oF possessions and 
social relationships in the socio-cultural nexus 
‘of every society that Is universal in Character 
According to Mac Iver, ‘Property’ Is not wealth 
for possessions but the right: fo- control, to 
exploit, to use or to enjoy wealth or 
possessions (1945), Hence to understand the 
coneept of properly In any society, It Is not 
Important only to know who owns what but 
who holds what kinds of rights or exercises 
command over things called ‘property’, Since, 
these rights are diferent and applied at diferent 
levels under different circumstances, 
generalisations about who owns what may be 
misleading. 


property’ does not mean tangible materia 
‘objects only such as land, house, lvestocks 
‘tc. which are called ‘corporeal property. I also 
includes Intangible and non-material 
Possessions like song, music, art, iteraure, 
knowledge, skil, expertise and the like called 
incorporeal property’ which cannot be divided 
like corporeal property but can be shared and 
inherited 


“In fact property is as hetrogeneous as the 
soeléties within which itis found; among every 
people convention limits the opportunities 
Wich property affords: the law testing upon 
custom disburses ownership between 
individuals and the community and morality 
restrains even the pleasure of a man to do as he 
will with his own’ (Hamilton; 1933; 529), Since 
the concept and usage of property difer from 
‘one society to another, it hae been established 
by several anthropological studies in tribal 


societies in various parts of the world that, the 
tribal people not only have their specific 
connotation of property but also have a larger 
Inventory of possessions than the modern man 
‘can conceptualise. 


In essence, property Is a conditional equity 
in the valuables of tribal community. It is a 
Genet wy nth ok ye or kg 
the system of material culture with thelr soll 
system Is thelr sociely but not the Individual, 
which specifies what is considered property 
‘These are socal in nature, for they may change 
‘over tie, 


ln this paper an attempt has been made to 
look into the concept of property and the 
customs and traditions regulating the property 
‘and rules of inheritance among the Hill Khari, 
primitive tribal group of Similipal in 
Mayusbhany district of Orissa, The Hill Kharia 
are a primitive and backward section of the 
Kharia tribe who earn theie vethood through a 
subsistence economy of hunting and food 
gathering. Currently they are in a transitional 
state, aspiring for » shift from the traditional 
subsistence economy to a settled agricultural 
economy, In this context it 16 significant to 
comprehend if at all they have realised the value 
of land as on iinportant productive asset and an 
stem of immovable property. The paper seoks to 
analyse the socio-structural and economic 
implications of property and the rules of 
Inheritance from the view points .of 
anthropologieal study of customs and traditions 
of the tribe in particular and the domain of 
customary law in general 


‘The Hill Kharia have developed thelr own 
concept of property and the customs and 
traditions regulating inheritance, transmissions, 
‘management and control of property asa part of 
thei socio-economic system. Thelr inventory of 
possessions include a vatlety of objects, The 
Nerrtory which they inhabit; the beasts that 
move upon ts wilderness, thelr domestic 
‘animals that graze upon ity the forest and its 
resources that they exploit to earn thelt 
livelihood; the dwelling huts they erect to live 
In; the clothes they wear; the weapons, 
Implements and artefacts they use; the shrines, 


Gods, deities and spits they worship; and also 
their songs, music, dances, charms, verses, 
‘magic, medicine and many more items are their 
propery. 

Private and Public Property: 

‘Their concept of Private’ and Publi’ property 
Is not very clear. Since the recent past they have 
come actoss certain state managed public 
ttlties and Infrastructures, Nike ronds, wells, 

tanks, Irrigation structures, 
schools, community 


“belonging. to Government’ or ‘Government 
Property. 
Private Property and Communal Property + 


‘The notion of thelr Private property" is inked 
with ‘communal property’ In one way or other 
AAs they were leading a semi-nomacic band lie 
in the past, everything that is useful to them 
‘and specially the productive assets belonged to 
the community. The feritory of land and forests 
that provided them with the means of 
subsistence were divided among the local 
groups. The local groups in turn was 
‘administering the management, distribution, 
Tedistribution and allocation of economic 
‘resources among the families within the groups. 
Now with the growth of population, competition 
from the immigrant nor-Kharla tribal groups in 
their traditional territory, rapid depletion of 
forest resources and stringent forest laws, they 
have settled down in and around the Simiipal 
forest region.tn course of thelr transition 
between a hunting and food gathering economy 
and a productive agricultural economy, they are 
‘beginning to understand the importance of land 
and allied productive assots as items of priv 
property and distinguish the private property 
from communal property in terms of “mine” and 


Forest : A Cominumal Property: 

‘The forest which they regard as. thi 
fostering mother as it nurishes thet and 
provides all their needs, has ben their communal 
property. Every one of them has right to exploit 
its resources freely without affecting the rlghts 
‘of others. But the items collected from the forest 


from the forest by an individual becomes his/her 
personal property because he acquires them by 
his personal endeavour, Further the customary 
Jaw of the'Hill Khatia provides that every one of 
them should exploit as much resources 08, 
required to meet his consumption needs. No 
commercial exploitation by_ Individuals for 
earning profit. is allowed, The Hill Kharia 
believed that such selfish acts dieplease thelr 
Gods and deities and results in disastrous 
‘consequences, The following case study will 
explain this point 


Case Study + 

Ramjodl i & Hill Khasa settlement located in 
the Interibrs of Similipal forest. In that vilage 
the seat of village shrine (Salgram) lies in a 
sacred groove having tall tees. Once a villagers 
felled tall tre from that groove and sold the 
logs to an illegal timber trader to meet his 
needs, The vilagers were angiy on the man for 
this selfish, highhanded and unholy act, They 
were also afrald of the village deity who was 
supposed to be angry and punish the vilagers, 
Before they took any corrective action by 
punishing the culprit and appeasing the angry 
God, harsh supernatural punishment came t0 
the culprit. There was an outbreak of fire in the 
house of the culprit. Despite all the efforts of 
the vilagers to put out the fire the house was 
reduced to ashes. 

‘Another customary law relating to 
‘exploitation of forest ¢esources is that when a 
Kharia person detects a beeshive, resin or any 
‘other produce on a tree Inside the forest and he 
ls not in a postion to collect the produce at 
that time, he puts a mori on the trunk of the 
tree 10 establish his exclusive right to collect 
that produce later. If another person sees that 
mark later, he does not touch that produce 
respecting the right of the first person who has 
located It and put his mark. Il the second, 
person violates thls custom by Ignoring the 
‘mark and stealing the produce, then the first 
‘persons trles to identify and locate the offend 
‘and lodges complaint against him before the 
traditional village panchayat. The panchayat 
hears such cases and punishes the culprit by 
fwaljsing a fine in cash and kinds and 
compensating the aggrieved party, A case 
study is presorted.below in this regard 


Case Study = 

4J., 2 man of Budhigan once detected a bee-hive full of honey in a tree in the forest. He left 
alter putting an Identification mark on the trunk of the tree to come back the next day to collect the 
honey. After his departure two Kharia men of Kabaighal saw the honey. Ignoring the identification 
‘mark they collected the honey. As they were hungry and thirsty, they consumed the honey atthe spot 
land sold the surplus to a local trader. J. came to the tree, the next day and was surprised to find the 
bee-hive gone. He enquired in the neighbouring villages and gathered some clues about the 
‘offenders. Then he went to Kabatghai and complained against the offenders belore the vilage chief, 
Dehury. A vilage panchayat meeting was convened by the Dehury and the accused. were summoned. 
‘They confessed that they had to steal the honey to quench their thirst and hunger. They were asked 
to tender apology and entertain the avenged party with food and liquor. 

Now the forest is the state property. As aboriginal Ibabitants of the territory, the Hill Karla 
have been granted limited rights to exploit the forest resources only for the purpose of their own 
Consumption but not for commercial purposes. Their age old freedom has been further squeezed with 
the Government notification declaring the Siripal forest as "National Park’ and “Wildife Sanctuary” 
‘and with execution of "Project Tiger” subsequently. The Hillikharis who claim themselves to be 
‘autochthones of Simiipal find it hard to accept the fact that, their beloved forest which was thelrs for 
‘centuries no longer belongs to them. Stil they claim the forest as their exclusive property both private 
land communal, though now they can exercise limited usufractory rights 

Land : An item of Private Property: 

Land, a most valuable item of immovable private property is yet to assume. Importance in the 
‘economy of HillKharia. Thee traditional forest based subsistence necessitates a seminomadtc Ife 
‘within thelr forest hablat. But certain changes have taken place now alfecting their traditional Ife 
‘yle. Their population growth, depletion of forest and restrictive forest laws have forced them to 
Settle down and seek alternative means of livelihood in the surrounding peasant economy 
‘predominated by many advenced tribal and nor-tribal communities. 

‘Since the community was self-sulicient and happy with their forest based subsistence in the 
pest end attached Itle importance fo anquire cultivable lands, now majoty of the Hil-Kharia families 
living in the Simalipal region are landless and very few of them are marginal farmers. Now when they 
are beginning to realise the Enportance of land and trying to enter into a settle agricultural economy, 
thelr scope appears to be limited. Over period of time, advanced pessant communities—both tribal 
‘and nomribal such as Munda, Ho, Sontal, Gond and Hindu castes have migrated into the 
‘rea.cleared the forests and acquired the best verety of culthable lands. Further whatever cultivable 
lands the Kharla possessed in the past have passed into the hands of these advanced communities 
through debt redemption, trickery and manipulation. Hence, the poor and landless HillKharia have 
ro other aliernatie but to serve the local landlords as agricultural labourers, bonded labourers or 
‘Contractual labourers (o earn a meagre wage in order to keep their body and soul together. 

“The following table’ presents comparative data on the present situation of possession of land 
holdings by HillKharia households n the Simiipal region which have been based upon three surveys 
conducted between 1981 and 1992. 


Size of Land Holdings possessed by HilKharia Households 
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(Percentages are given in brackets) 


1981— Action Plan for Hil Khavia and Mankirdia Development Agency—Shri G. B. 


‘Sahoo and Shri S. C. Mohanty, THRTI, Bhubaneswar (unpublished 
1991— Action Plan for the Hill Kharla of Additional vilages of Hill Kharia and: 
Mankirdia Development Agency, Jashipur, Mayurbhanja distre—Shri B 
Choudhury and Shri G.B. Sahoo, THRTI, Bhubaneswar (unpublished 


report 
1992— 


‘The table reveals that only 19-8 per cent of 
the Hil Kharla Households were possessing 
land in 1981 which increased to 29.95 per cent 
in 1991, It further increased to 41-94 per cent 
fn 1992. But this remarkable increase in 1992 
can be attributed to allotment of house and the 
land adjoining the housesite below 0:5 Ac. to 
‘each landless Hill Kharia household in both the 


‘the Miro Project, the Hill Kharia and Mankirdia 
Development Agency. Thus the number of 
landless households which constituted 80-2 per 
cent of the total households was reduced 10 
70.05 per cont in 1991 and 58-06 per cent in 
1992. I is significant to note that among the 
land owning households the largest number Le 
18-79 per cent in 1981, 29-41 per cent in 1997 
‘and 32-26 per cent in 1992 come under the 
category of marginal farmers each of whom have 
landholdings within one acre. They are followed 
‘by amall farmers having land 2 acre to 2.5 acres 
who accounted for 0-96 per cent in 1981, 0-54 
per cent in 1991 and 3.23 per cent in 1992. 
‘There were no medium farmers (2.6 Acres to 5 
Acres) in 1981, and 1991. In 1992 only 4-84 
per cent of the households entered into this 
‘category. Similar trend Is also noticed in cose of 
‘medium farmers under 5:1 Acres to 10 Acres 
‘eotegory. There was no:household under this 
‘category in 1981 and 1997. Only one 
household belonging to Ramjodi appeared 
lundes this eategory in 1992. This clearly shows 
that possession of land holdings by the Hill 
Kharia. of Similipal is quite negligible and 
‘marginal and the majority of them are landless. 
‘Though current economle and environmental 
pressures create a desire in a typical Hil Kharia 


prosperous neighbours, the 
Constraints discussed above as well a6 their 
poverty and ignorance limits their scope for 
fulfilment of thelr desire. Therefore, the land is 


‘Authors oun survey for Study of Customs and Traditions of the Hill Khaia 


‘yet to adorn the Hill Kharia| economy like a 
feather inthe cap. 


INHERITANCE + 


‘The customary rues of inheritance among the 
Hill Kharia reflects the total ideology of their 
society. Although both the sexes contributes 
‘more oF les for aequistion and managerhent of 
property only the dominant male sex enjoys the 
monopoly of the right of inheritance and 
‘ownership of property, Being a patrilineal 
society, social position, rank, office and 
property are inherited/succeded along the line 
of patrineage. 


‘The pattem of inheritance and management 
‘of properly is governed by customary rules of 
kinship and descent. The Hill Kherla family 
forms the basic corporate socio-economic unit 
to administer and perpetuate transmission of 
ppthate property and other-attributes across 
generations. It keeps property in tact whi 
istributing rights among the members. 1 also 
deals with the practical problems of relationship 
‘between people and possession end meintains 
continuity of rights across generations. 

“The father or the patlarch is the head of the 
family 98 well as the sole owner of his familys 
properties. Only he can take decisions about 
management and transactions relating to his 
property. In actual practice a good patriarch 
consults his family while taking sich decisions, 
‘On the other hand, an autocratic father who 
squanders away his properties at his will and 
~pleasure instead of augmenting the economic 
‘assets and utilising them prudently for the 
‘welfare of his forts publicly entiised and his 
fomily members disregard him. 

Jo the event of death, disability and 
prolonged absence of the household head his 
son, preferably, the eldest one or any other 
legitimate direct male helr assumes the 
responsibilty of managing his family and its 


‘assets, But the successor should have to be an 
‘adult person and he should be capable and 
wiling. If the heir apparent is a minor or when 
the household head dies, remains absent or 
‘becomes disabled leaving minor children, his 
‘widow olfciates as the head of the family and 
‘manages the family’s assets til the son or male 
heir reaches his adulthood and becomes 
capable of assuming the responsibly. If there 
are no male heirs and there are only female 
children, then one of the girls is married to a 
‘man who is wiling to stay with the gifs natal 
family as a sor-inlaurin-house to look after the 
family. In case of an isueless man‘who has no 
direct male het i his family, his properties are 
Inerted by his close agnatic kins—both lineal 
‘and lateral. Usually major share in such cases 
Js claimed by:the"kin who has maintained close 
ties with the concerned family and rendered 
timely service and assistance during the period 
of crises, lke death, disease, accident, etc 
‘occurring In the family. Especially the kin wo 
arranges and pays for the mortuary rites of the 
‘dead person gets a larger share of the latter's 
property. 


(Order of Iniertance : 


‘As per the customary norms of inhertance of 
private property which follow the tines of 
kinship and descent, the order of Inheritance 
begins with primary agnatle kins and then 
covers secondary and tertiary kins as the case 
may be. In the frst order are immediate lineal 
kins like, sons and grandsons. In absence of 
these first and second order kins, the right of 
Inhertance pitsses to the third order comprising 
the cousin brother, his sons and grandsons. If 
there are many claimants and disputes arise the 
traditional vilage panchayat intervenes to 
appoint the heir successor. In absence of any 
claimant the properties of an issueless person 
are taken over and administered by the village 
community through the traditional village 
panchayat 

Property Rights of Women : 

‘Theoretically, Hill Kharia women are not 
ligible to inherit property. But they enjoy 
tesiduary property rights to claim maintenance 
‘out of the properties of their fathers, brothers 
‘or husbands as the case may be, depending 


‘upon their martal status end place of residence. 
AA daughter or sister whether she is unmarried 
‘or married, a widow or a divorcee, ts liable to be 
maintained in her father's or brother's family if 
she lives and works there, A married woman 
even if she is an widow, is liable to be 
maintained by her husband or deceased 
hhusband's agnatic kins who take over the 
properties as long as she continues to stay with 
the family and does not remarry or gets divorced 
cor deserts to live elsewhere, 


‘A Kharia woman may not inherit property but 
{2s stated earlier, a married women can manage 
her husband's properties in the event of death, 
disability and prolonged absence of her 
husband when the children especially the male 
heirs are minor. In this situation she officates, 
{as the head of the family til the male heir 
‘becomes adult and capable of shouldering the 
responsibilty of managing the family and its 
assets. I there are no direct male heirs the 
‘woman continues as the bead of the family til 
her death, disability, divorce departure ot 
remarriage to an outsider 


But while officiating as the family head sh 
hos no right to sell or otherwise dispose off the 
properties at her will and pleasure except for 
the purpose of sheeting the exigencies of death, 
disease, marriage, bride-price, accidents, 
disputes, Debt redemption, etc. affecting the 
farnly oF forthe welfare ofthe family. Further she 
‘cannot tale such decisions all by herself but 1s 
required to consult and obtain approval of her 
hhushand’s agnatic kins and the village el 
before doing anything in this regard, 
(Ordinarty, a Hil Kharia woman isnot ®elib 
to inherit her paternal property as only m 
heirs Le. sons inherit father’s properties, 
However as.stated.eather, when there are no 
male heirs but only daughters, sisters or grand 
daughters availabe, one of the gis is married 
to a man who is wiling to stay with the git’ 
natal family as a son-indaw Jn house (Ghar 
Jamai) after the marriage to look after the 
<ependant old parents or grand parents of the 
itl and other family members and manage the 
‘properties of the family. After the death of the 
‘old parents, the itl inherits her parents’ 
‘Properties but not her husband. After her, her 
male children inherit her property. But the gil 


can tert her father's propery proved she 
Sontnues to stay at her father place alter her 
tnamiage and dows not shit elsubere, sy to 
fer husbents ploce. In this context a case 
sty te en below 
Cave Sty 

P. Dehuty son of Inte M. Dehury of Chilaan 
was ‘an orphan boy. Both of is parents dled 
tin he wes a litle chil. His maternal uncle 
Tate C. Dehury of Matigarh assumed the 
responsbiy of maintaining him, When be grew 
Up he did not want to become a burden on his 
ce who hed o large fly to support. So he 
font to hs moter ster house at Banibose 
Shed ed there. There he marid a Khari gi 
Aiko wes the only chit of er parents and ved 
At his fetherinlaw's house a8 @ sonilawein 
house (Ghor Jamal) After the deoth of his 
fatherilaw, his wife inhered his father i> 
law's property and he managed the property 
Now B and his vile ave become ol. They are 
eset witha son who Is the heir apparent to 
inher the propery fom her mother 
Prrtton of Property 

For dsion of private propery among the 
ste or hes the Hill Karin custom prowdes 
for equigenture. All the male els are ented 
{o get an equal share ofthe property bonging 
to thei far or predecessor Even an adopted 
Son can get share 


In actual practice, grown up sons get married 
and set up separate residences during their 
father's lifetime. Though they are physically 
‘separated from thelr natal family, they jointly 
‘manage the natal family’s productive assets, 
share the output among themselves according 
to their needs and do not usually claim formal 
partition of Joint property as long as the father 
‘or patriarch fs alive, Ordinarily formal patton of 
time property does not take place during the ile 
of the patriarch, 


‘A conscientious father may divide his 
property among his sons during his ile-time to 
‘avoid conflicts and tensions. Sometimes he Is 
compelled to do so under pressing 
‘lrcumstances arising out of the aggressive 
demands of arrogant sons after they get marred 
land set up separate residences. In that case he 


keeps a share for himself that is for his own, 
‘maintenance, After his death, his share is again 
‘equally divided among his sons. If he does not 
keep a share for himself and distributes 
everything among his sons, then it becomes 
the obligation of his sons to maintain him and 
his wale. It i the duty of the sons to look after 
their old parents during their old age even 
though thet father has no property for them to 
inherit Wf the sons neglect their old parents they 
‘ave publely leis, 


‘Though married sons live separately, thelr 
cemmotional ies with their parents, unmarried 
brothers and sisters and other members of the 
natal family remain in tact, They maintain close 
links by looking after the good health and well 
being of their natal family members. They 
‘assume the responsiblity of guardianship and 
maintenance of thelr widow mother, minor 
children and other handicaped and dependant 
‘members oftheir natal family after fathers! death 


A Kharia father who has only one son, 
persuades the boy not to live separately after his 
marriage because old parents remain physically 
and emotionally dependant on him especially 
‘more so during thelr old age. After the death of 
his parents, the boy inherits all their properties 
inchding the paternal house. 


More often i i noticed that, Kharis parents 
having more than one son become appendant 
‘on their youngest son who even after his 
marriage usually continues to stay with and 
support them at their old age unltke other elder 
‘ons who live separately after their marrage, For 
such special and indispensable services, the 
youngest son gets the paternal house and the 
‘personal belongings of his dead parents, 


While Inheriting the paternal property, the 
sons also inherit their fathers Habits, It Is 
thelr duty to attend to the abitites jointly even 
though their father left no property for them to 
Inherit. allure to do $0 Invokes public 
cnitielom, Daughters are not liable to discharge 
their fathers’ abilities as they do not inherit 
paternal property. But a widow who manages 
her deceased husband's property when hers 
song are minor, may be asked to repay her 
thusbond's debts. 


‘CASE STUDY (IV): Partition of Property after 
Father's Death) 


Late C, Dehury of Matiogarh had three acres 
‘of cultivable land which he had acquired by 
reclaiming some patches of forestland. He was 
the father of eight children—five sons and three 
daughters, When the children grew up, they 
Worked in their father’s field and assiste him to 
reclalm another two acres of forest land. In 
Course of time, C. the patriarch grew old and 
died, At that time all of his three daughters 
were marred off and two elders sons J and K 
were living separately after getting merited, But 
they had not asked for parton of their paternal 
property during fathers fe fime as they were 
managing somehow from extemal sour 
Subsequently the three unmarried sons living 
with the widow mother got married and two 
cider ones, 8 and D lived separately. The 
youngest son, L continued to stay with his 
‘mother. In the mean time the mother aso died 
‘But formal partition of paternal property had not 
been made til the year 1992, Till then, the 
brothers were cultivating the lands Jointly and 
sharing the produces necording to thelr need 
and eapaeity, There was no quarrels and 
tensions among themselves in this regard 


Formal partition of paternal property among 
five sons took place during 1992. The paternal 
landed property measuring five acres, 
‘approximately has been divided in to eight 
plots. By way of partition, the eklest brother J 
got one big plot, the next two brothers K and 
B got two small plots each, the next one D got 
‘one big plot and the youngest one {got the 
temaining two plots. The sharing of plots has 
been done on mutual basis, Last year they had 
cultivated the lands jointly and harvested twenty 
five quintas of paddy. Each of them had got a 
share of five quintals 


Besides the cultivable lands, the following 
‘tems of property were there at the time of C's 
oath, 


Livestock Cow:l head 
Goats-2 heads 
Poultry binds-2 Nos. 
Trees: Kusum-t No. ‘ 
Drumstick-2 Nos. 


Papaya-2 Nos. 
ackdrut2 Nos. 


‘Omaments: Gold nose-ting-1 No. 


Silver Necklacé-1 No. 
Utensil Brass and Bellmetal 
‘tensile 12. Nos. 


“The cow and the slvr neckiace belonging to 
the mother were sold to meet the expienses for 
father’s funerary rites. The goats and poultry 
birds were also sacrificed for the death rites, 
‘The gold nose-ring was gifted 10 the youngest 
sistor. The old mother who was staying with the 
youngest son L. died a few years ago. L. sold all 
the brass and bell utensils to spend for her 
death rites, 


AAs rogards the trees, one jackfrult tree was 
sold for Rs, 300 and the sale proceeds were 
equally shared among all the brothers, ‘The 
second faekfrut tree became old. The brothers 
fell the tree and shared the logs to use as 
firewood, The papaya and drumstick trees grew 
cold and dled, When these trees were beating 
fruits, all the brothers were sharing the 
produces among themselves 


CASE STUDY : (V) (Partition of Property during 
father’ Lifetime) : 


‘A Is an old man of Ramyjodk. Years ago his 
fiat wife died after giving birth to four sons and 
two daughters, A faced difficultes to manage 
his family and, take care of his minor children 
So as advised by his friends and relatives, he 
went for second marriage. He remarried R, a 
young widow of Kumudabadi who had two 
chlléren—one son and one daughter from her 
deceased husband, A agreed to adopt the 
widow's two children. In course of time all the 
AN’ children grew up one after another, got 
‘married and lived separately, 


‘A's bn industrious man, During his Iifetime 
he has acquired 21 plots of cultivable lands 
‘measuring 10 acres approximately. All his sons 
alter their marriage and physical separation 
from the natal family were jointly cultivating A's 
cultivable lands and mutually sharing the 
produces among themselves according to thelr 
‘need while leaving a share for the mainten: nce 
of their old parents. Unfortunately there was 
some misunderstandings between A and his 


sons, The four sons of A\s first wife felt that 
their step-mother was infuencing their father to 
sive a larger share of property to her own son. 
Hence, they quarseled with ‘A’ fo get an equal 
‘hate of his property. At last A’ yielded to thelr 
demand and divided his landed property among 
all the sons after two years of his youngest 
adopted sons’ marriage. Out of 21 plots all is 
five sons including the adopted son got three 
plots each. A’ being a selfmade and self 
dependant man did not wast to become 
dependant on his sons during his old age. So 
he kept an equal share of property L., three 
plots of cultwable land'for the maintenance of 
himself and his second wife. One plot of land 
‘was gifted t0 one of his sonvinlaw D’ who has 
‘married to the youngest daughter of his fist 
wife. D was an orphan boy who was brought 
Lup by his mother’s sister In the vilage Ramjodi 
So after his marriage with A's daughter he 
continued to live in Ramjodi, Considering his 
poor conclitions A and his sons agreed to git 
hhim a plot of cukWatable land. The remaining 
two plots were fold off by ’A’ to 2 Gond 
peasant of Panposia to meet some urgent 
‘expenditures 


At the time of partition, A has some 
lvestocks such as a pair of builocks, ste goats 
and eleven poultry birds. He kept the bullocks 
ith himself, All te five sons got one gost and 
two poultry birds each. The remaining one goat 
and one poultry bied came to A. The utensis 
‘and ornaments were not shared but remained 
with A and his wife, These fers will be shared 
by the sons alter the old couples death. 

‘There are fruit bearing trees lke jackfrt (6 
Nos) and. tamarind { 2 Nos}) which have not 
‘been distributed but kept as common property, 
‘A and his sons are sharing the fruits. 

Now A and his second wife are living alone 
independently. Though they have grown oli 
they are struggling hard to support themsehes 
Jn stead of becoming a burden on their sons. 
“The sons who live nearer to the old couple aso 
‘help. them at the time of need. 


‘Disqualification for Inheritance : 


‘There ate certain circumstances under which 
1 son helr does not get his due share of 
paternal property as discussed below. 


1. When a man leaves his father’s village and 
settles in another place. There cases arise out 


employment, becoming @ Ghar Jamal (son-in- 
luiechouse} and the like. Since the man gets 
‘an altemative means of livehood other than his 
‘Paternal property. he gives up his right to get a 
share of his paternal property which is shored 
‘among hit brothers who live in their father's 
village and depend on the paternal property for 
their sustenance. f the man comes back to his 
native place leaving his service later, his 
brothers or kinsmen. who have shared the, 
paternal property in his absence give him a part 
‘of i 10 enable him to settle down and eaen his 
livelihood. Some case studies of this nature are 
reported below. 


Case Stacy (VI 


D of Kighari maried T, the daughter of late 
N ol Remjodl. After his marriage he shifigd to 
Ramjodl be, his wile’ village at the insistence of 
his wile. His fathersinlaw and brother-in-law did 
‘ot give him a share of thelr family property as 
he wos not granted the status of a Ghar Jama 
On the other-hand his own brothers Ining in 
Kiophari did not give him a share of his paternal 
property, as he hae shifted to his father-inlaws 
place instead of staying with them. Loosing his 
share of property on both the sides, poor N is 
‘now Ing in Remjodl and earning his ivlihood 
with difficulty by collecting and selling forest 
produces. 


Case Stacy (VID: 


‘Years ago, B, # Kharia man came to settle 
down at Ramiodi. He had three sons named 1, 
D and S. He reclaimed few patches of forest 
lands for eutwation with the felp of his two 
‘der sons T and D. At that time the youngest 
on S was working 9s @ cattle-herder under a 
Gond landlord in another village. Since $ could 
‘not help his father and brothers for reclamation 
‘and acquisition of the landed property, he did 
rot claim any share when his brothers shared 
the property among themselves ater Bs death 
‘After the pattition the second brother D 
shifted to his fatherinlaw’s place leaving his 
share of property with his elder brother, F. After 


fifteen years, D. returned to Ramjodi and 
retrieved his property from his elder brother, 


2, When a Kharia martes a non-Kharia of 
‘oppasite sex belonging to a lower social order 
Violating the rule of tribal endogamy he is not 
‘entitled to Inherit any property from his father or 
any other Kin, because he Is socially boycotted 
‘and alsowned by his family and kin group. His 
patents and nearest kins perform prescribed 
putiieatory rituals and pay the penalty Imposed 
by the traitiona village council so a8 to restore 
thelr social and ritual status. In the recent past 
this social sanction was being stltly enforced 
to preserve the putty and soclal identity of the 
‘community. Currently, there have been some 
relaxations, The socially boycotted offender can 
be readmitted into the soclety after breaking off 
bis marital tls with the lower caste partner and 
then paying the prescribed penalty and 
undergoing the purficatory rituals, After his 
readmission, he is eligible to inherit property 
‘and regain his soctal status. 


Case Stady (VIN): 


B. The daughter of late G. of Ramjodi 
married a man of the same village and became a 
widow after a few yoars of her marriage. Then 
she rematried a maried Kharia man of Chardha, 
Wwho had a wife ving, The frst wife quarreled 
With her and at last drove her out of her house 
Heer new husband could not help her. She had. 
no other place to go. She took shelter In the 
house of her marred cousin sister in Kabatghal 
There she developed intimacy with a man of 
ano community and eloped with him. In the 
‘mean time her parents were no more and her 
three brothers had shifted their residence from 
Ramjodi to Jabuna, Owing to'her marriage with 
‘8 man of lower caste, the Kharia villagers of 
‘Jabuna demanded a penalty feast (jt bhat from 
her brothers. They were readmitted in to the 
‘community after paying the penalty and 
undergoing purificatory rituals. They also 
disowned their sister and cut off all thes with 
her 

3. Insanity, disease, disability and any other 
kind of rental and physleal handicaps are not 
taken a8 grounds for disqualification of an heir 
‘in respect of Inheritance of property, Their share 


of property is managed by thelr kins who take 
care of them. 


Conclusion 


‘The Hill Kharla: of Similipal are a. pre 
‘agricultural community. Being a primitive food 
gathering community, they are custom-bound 
‘and tradition oriented. Gone are the days when 
they were enjoying considerable freedom to lve 
Inside and exploit the forests of Similipa. In 
these days with thelr growth of population 
Immigration of other advanced communities into 
thelr natural habitat, rapid deforestation and 
stringent forest laws, their traditio 
dependance on the forest based subsistence is 
declining day by day. But the change from 
hunting and foodaathering to settled agriculture 
Is becoming difficult as majority of them are 
landless and the existing cuthable lands in the 
‘area are under the possession of other tribal 
and non-tebal communities, Thus land is yet to 
feature as a valuable item of private property in 
the economic fe ofthe Hill Khao, 


‘As regards Inheritance of property, it is 
governed by customs and traditions, that they 
hhave inherited from thelr forefathers. Though, 
property is transmitted along the male line of 
kinship and descent, women enjoy residuary 
rights of maintenance depending upon theit 
marital status and place of residence. 


Currently the forces of modernisation are 
knocking at thelr doors. Some new modern 
‘tems, such as torch light, bicycle, transistor 
radio, tape recorder, wrist watch, cycle 
rickshaw, etc. have found their way Into the Fill 
Karla households, The Hill Kharia are showing 
‘tendency to acquire these objects, There Is 
also a growing interest to acquire cultivable 
lands, raise lwestocks and take up diversified 
modern economic pursuits in order to minimise 
their dependence on diminishing forest sources, 
Further the Hill Kharta of Similipal have been 
‘identified as a primitive and economically 
backward tribe, A primitive tribe development 
Micro-Project, named the Hill Kharla 


. Dovelopment Agency is functioning at Jashipur 


since 1987 to look after thelr soeloeconomic 
development. The Agency s making tterpts 0 
bring them to.an_agrieultiral economy. by 
devoping” waste lands wherever these 


available and allting the lands among landless Hil(Kharia familes, Modernised agricultural practices 
and economic crops are also being introduced. It will take sometime for the Hill Khari to realise the 
Importance of land and agriculture and depend upon them for their sustenance. Then only perceptible 
changes wil be seen in their concept and practices relating to private propery. 
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Mental Health and 
Academic Achievement of 
Monolingual and Bilingual 

Tribal Adolescents 


BLN. Panda 
K.C. Sahoo 
A.B. Deori 


‘The language is the most Important and 
‘unique characteristic form of human behavior. It 
Widens the human activity to such an extent 
that there is hardly any activity which does not 
find tts expression in terms of language, Not 
only it @ means of expressing emotional or 
mental concepts rather act as a prism which 
reflects the manifold shades of human, 
knowledge and activity. It Is largely by means of, 
language that one generation passes on to the 
next its myths, laws, customs and beliefs and 
‘as a whole cultufe Is transmitted very largely 
through language. But it is found out that 
Where language Is used in a begruding fashion 
the result i negative. 


[Bilingualism Is generally defined asthe abilty 
none of several 
‘ways i.e, demonstrated ability to engage in 
communication via more than one language or 
capable of using both the language according 
to the cireurstances and capable of translating 
fa text from one language to other. But in the 
first International conference on_ bilingual 
‘education by the ‘international. Bureau of 
Education it was concluded that education in a 
language other than the mother tongue spoke 
fat home was detelmental to the development of 
booth the intellect and the personality and had 
oot actdemic results. Now the notion has 
changed and findings of rather a different sort 
began to appear after the Second World War. 

“The study of Mohanty and Das (1987), Mohanty 
(1989), Martorell (1991), Umbel et, al. (1992), 
Rieclardelli (1992), dash and Mishra (1992), 
Rodrigues (1992), and Deor (1993) pointed out 
that bilinguals are superior in their performance 
‘of cognitive, creative, mental health and 
‘academic tasks and better analytic and objective 
forientation to language than thelr monolingual, 


‘counterparts. But i is a matter of great regret 
that not a single research has been undertaken 
in Arunechal Pradesh to know the mental 
health and academic achievement of 
Monolingual and bilingual tribal adolescents, 


Objectives : 


‘The present study is undertaken with the 
following objectives 


1, To study the mental health of 
Monolingual and Bilingual tribal 
adolescents, 


2, To study the acédemic achievement of 
Monolingual and Bilingual tribal 
adolescent 

3. To study the difference of mental health 
‘between Monolingual and Bilinguals in 
relation to its various dimensions, 

4, To study the relationship between 
‘mental health and academic achievement 
‘of Monolingual and Bilingual tribal 
adolescents, 

5. To study the relationship between the 
Hinguistie ability and mental health of 
Monolingual and Bilingual tribal 
adolescents 

6, To study the relationship between 


Linguistic ability and academic 
achievement of Monolingual and 
Buingual tribal adolescents 

Hypothesis 


1, There is no significant difference 
between the mean mental health scores 
fof Monolingual and Bilingual tribal 
adolescents. 


2, There is no significant difference 
between the mean academic 
achievement scores of Monolingual and 
Bilingual tribal adolescents, 


3, There is no significant difference 
between the mean scores of different 
dimensions of mental health Le. 
selfeoncept, perception of self, 
perception of others, the concept of lie, 
feelings of adjustment and perceptions 
‘of achievements of monolingual and 
‘alingual tribal adolescents 


A, There is no significant relationship 
between mental health and academic 
achievement of monorlingual tribal 
‘adolescents and bilingual tribal 
adolescents. 

5. There Is no significant relationship 
between the linguistic ability and mental 
health scores of monolingual tribal 
students and bilingual tribal 
adolescents, 

6. There 1s no significant relationship 
between the ‘linguistic ability ond 
‘academic achievement of Monolingual 
tribal adolescents and Bilingual tribal 
students, 


Methodology 


‘Sample: Initially for the present Investigation 
150 male and female tribal adolescents were 
selected randomly from three diferent schools of 
Ttanagar, Arunachal Pradesh. These students 
were belongs to a group of particular tribal 
‘ommiuritles and thelr age range was from 13 to 
17 years 


‘Tools Used : 


‘The tools used to collect the required date 
inthe present investigation are the folowing 


1, Mental Health Seale developed and 
standardised by Anand was used. The 
‘scale is having the accepted degree of 
reliability and valty. 

2. Linguistle survey quostionnaire wes 
developed by the investigator (). 

3, Last annual academic achievement 
Scores was teken from the school 
recor. 

In order to know who are Monolingual end 
Bilingual, the developed linguistic survey 
questionnaire was given to the sample 
Students. On the basis of the scores of 
Tinguistie survey Quartile. Deviation was 
calculated, The students whose scores were 
above the Q3 were considered as Bilingual and 
whose scores were below to Ql were 
‘considered as Monolingual students, Finally for 
the investigation 25 monolingual and 25 
blingual students were worth retained and thelr 
mental health and academic achlevement was 
analysed by applying the statistical techniques 
fof correlation and "test 
‘Analysts and Interpretation: 

“To find out the meaningful results the raw 
data was analysed by the help of statistical 
techniques and the results are presented in the 
following table respectively. 


‘Table 1 
‘Mental health and Academic Achievemént of Monolingual ond Bitigual tribal students 
Voriabl Monolingual / Bilingual Pood SED" t' wah 
N MN ON MN. Standard 
= Beviation 
1 Mental 2 «12082 «5 «18796 2160 608 2.868" 
Heath 
2, Aca Ach” 25 26024 90488 HIS 965 $42" 
7 Significant at 0-01 level 
The *t’ value 2-868 of mental health in table 1, being significant indicates that there is 


significant difference between the mean 


score of mental health of Monolingual and bilingual 


{rival students, Thus it shows that the null hypothesis (No. 1) is being not accepted. 
‘Therefore, it can be concluded that the mental health of bilinguals are better than the 
monolingual. 

‘The ‘t value 5-142 for academe achievement is found to be highly significant at 0-01 level. 
‘Obviously the null hypothesis No. Its not accepted. Thus, it reveals that there is a significant 
difference between the mean academic achievement scores of monolingual and bilingual 
Students or it can be concluded thet bilinguals are academically superior to monolingals 


a 


‘Table 2 
Mental Health Dimensions of Monolingual and Bilingual Adolescents 


SL Variables Monolingual Bilingual ‘SED a 
No. N MN ON MN >| Value 
8 Self Concept B 1952 oe 147387" 
b. Perception of set B 235 BH AB 216-274" 
‘among others 
&.Perception of others 92 (nas, 172-200 
d, Concept of fe B 2012 1948 195 047 
@. Feelings of Adjustment 25 65 (SB 463205" 
£ Perception of achievements 25 1700 B40 M5139 


* Significant at 0-05 level 


* Significant at 0-01 level 


I, The "f value of the Sl. No. a, b, and ¢ of table 2 depict that there is significant difference 
fexist_ between the mean scores of monolingual and bilinguals with regard to the various 
dimensions of mental health |. «. self concept (-3-87).. perception of self among others (t- 
2:74) and feelings of adjustment (-2-05). Therefore, the respective null hypothesis are not 
‘being accepted. Rather it can be concluded that bilinguals have better in the above three 
‘dimensions of mental heath than their counterparts. 

IV. In the same sample value of other three dimensions |e. c, d and { depict that there is no 
significant difference between the mean scores of monolingual and bilingual students with 
regard to perception of others, concept of life and perception of achievement. Hence, null 
hhypothess's accepted and can be concluded that both the groups are not very much different 
from each other in relation to above said dimensions. 

‘Table 
Relationship of Mental Health and Academic Achievement, Linguistic Abily and Mental Health and 
Linguistic Abity and Academic Achievement of Mono and Buingual Adolescents 


at Ind rd 
Group MH. VS. Ac Ach LA VS MH LA V.S.Aca Ach Lowlof 
significance 

5 PE 6PE + PE 6PE + PE GPE 005 001 


1, Monolingual 004 013 081 027 013075018 013 078 0285 0.36 
2. Bilingual O21 _O13_—«O78 033 O12 072042 O11 0.66 


\V. From the above table it can be said that 
the co-efficient of correlation between 
‘mental health ard academic achievement 
{(r=0-04) of monolingual stents is less 
than its probable ertor (PE=0-13). This 
shows that there is no, significant 
relationship between mental health 
academic achievement. Rather they are 
Independent of each other and the null 
hypothesis No. IV is accepted. 


VL In the same table the co-efficient of 
correlation between mental health and 
‘academic achievement (r=0-21) of 
bilingual students is greater than the 
proble error (PE=0-13) but less than 
GPE (0-78). This indicates the 
Insignificant relationship of the above 
two. variables and the null hypothesis 
No. IV is accepted. 


VIL The co-eficient of correlation between 
linguistic ability and mental health 
{r-0.27) of monolingual Is greater than 
Its probable error (PE=0-13) and less 
than 6PE (0-75). Hence, the relationship 
being not very significant allows the null 
hypothesis to be accepted. 


VII Similarly, the co-efficént of correlation 
between linguistic ability and mental 
health (10:33) of bilingual adolescents 
Is greater than its PE (0-12) but less 
than 6PE (0:72). Though it Indicates 
positive relationship yet it is not 
significant enough ‘to be taken into 
‘consideration. Hence, the hypothesis is 
accepted 


IX, When co-efficient of correlation between 
Hingulstic ability and academic 
achievement (0:18) of monolinguals was 
calculated it was found out that the 
fabtained value of rs less than Its 
probable error (PE*0:13). Henco, the 
hypothesis is accepted and can be 
concluded that both the variables a 
Independent to each other. 

X. In the same table, the co-efficient of 
correlation between linguistic ability and 
‘academic achievement (r=0:42) of 
bilinguals 1s greater than its probable 

4 error PE=0-11), This indicates a postive 
relationship between. lingulstle ability 
‘and academic achievement, but as the 
value is less than 6PE= (0-66) the 
relation is not much significant, hence 
hypothesis |s accepted, 


Conclusions : 


Any findings as such hes title meaning, until 
and unless Its practical implications are sought 
for. Bilingualism being an indicator of better 
‘sel concept, better feelings of adjustment, and 
above all better mental health and academic 
achievement can successfully be used in 
‘educational institutions to avoid negative 
feelings of using multilanguage in the 
Educational Institutions, Thus, it can be sald 
that knowing different language means 
fentancing the mental horizon and help one 
‘exchange the eas of one culture with another. 
Thal flexibility in mind increases the functional 


ficiency and thereby leading to greater mobility 

‘and Better adjustment. Therefore, it Is observed 

that those individuals who have the command of 

more than one language are slvays in 
advantageous position in the society and their 

‘overall achievement i satisfactory. Hence, iit 

suggested that mere emphasis should be given 

on learning bilinguatim/mltiingusis In the 
adolescence period of ie because It wll act as 

2 boost for enhancing one’s own mind 

developing divergent thinking and help her him 

to become more reasonable rather than their 

‘monolingual counterparts 
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Planning for Development 
of Primitive Tribes 


AK, Mohanti 
.B. Sahoo 


“The Filth Five-Year Plan made a remarkable 
achievement inthe field of tribal development by 
Introducing Sub-plan approach strategy 
focusing on family-oriented developmental 
programmes and over all infrastructural 
evelopment schemes for area development. In 
the Fifth Plan, Tribal Sub-plans were prepared 
for areas having more than 50 per cent of tribal 
concentration.-It has been possible to cover 
about 65 per cent of the total tribal population 
{inthis programme. In India 158 Integrated Tribal 
Development Projects were grounded and 
particularly in Orisa 21 such 17:D.As, started 
During implementation of various programmes, 
there have been a number of serious constraints 
Jn this new effort. There were a number of 
fongoing schemes and programmes which very 
often were not the right answers to the 
problems of tribal areas, However, the 
onynued attention to the problems at the 
Micro-level within the Integrated Tribal 
Development Projects has thrown up a wealth 
‘of data which has gone to support the general 
‘presumption about these areas in many cases, 
‘and in some cases indicated the necessity for 
shifting of prospective, So In the beginning of 
the Sixth Plan Period, It was felt necessary to 
‘consider the situation afresh in these areas well 


before the preparation of the Sixth Plan ina * 


phased manner by the State and the Contral 
Ministries, The proceedings of the conference: 
of the Tribal Commissioners held in New Delhi 
during 1977 spell out on approach to the Tribal 
Development in the Sixth Plan in order to bring 
about certain specific changes In the Strategy 
of Tribal Development. Broadly it was agreed 
that, while the efforts in the Sub-plan areas 
Initiated in the Fifth Plan will need to be 
intensified and consolidated during the Sixth 
“Plan, In view of the vast diversity of the socio- 
‘economic situation in the tribal areas, any 
formula/approach was considered to be 
‘unsuitable. Hence the general consensus was 
to view the problems of each area and these 


problems have to be defined and appropriate 
‘answers wil have to be found for ther. fn the 
social service sector, education and health 
services were considered to be the high priority 
programmes for bulding up the inner strength 
{in the tribal communities, so that, they are able 
to stand the severe competition which Is arsing 
fin these areas with the Initatlon of new process 
‘of change and development. 


‘The Swith Plan Period conceived the 
strategies and objectives for the tribal 
development which were defined as flows — 
(@) The entre tribal population, whether 
ving in the areas of tribal concentration 
oF outside wil be covered by suitable 
developmental programmes during the 
Sith Plan period 
() The gulf between the level of 
evelopment in the tol areas and the 
surrounding areas will be generally 
Uridgd by the end ofthe Sith Plan and 
tn the case of more backward tribal 
eds, tn the couse of a 
ie. by the end of the 
pero 
(€) The tribal communities, out side-the 
tnbl areas will be helped to attain the 
general level of development inthe area 
by the end of the Sith Plan or latest by 
the end ofthe Seventh Plan in the ease 
of more deprived communities, 


‘The socio-economic situation of the tribal 
communities varies considerably from one area 
to another. Therefore, it is not possible or 
ebirable to have uniform prescription for all of 
them. The Constitution of India has already 
provided for adequate flexibility in legal 
procedure and administrative framework so that, 
the problems of each specific area can be 
attained effectively through suitable 
‘administrative action and developmental 
programmes. However, the broad approach to 
tribal development had to depend on the 
pattern of distribution of tribals in an area and 
the level of thelr economy. In tital dominated 
‘areas, area approach with focus on the 
development of the tribal communities was 
thought to be sultable for dispersed tribals, 
community oriented programmes have to be 


‘evolved and in the case of primitive tribal groups 
which are facing special problems, and are small 
in size, @ very cautious individuelisd approach 
have to be adopted. Thus the problem of tribal 
communities a8 a whole, was thought to be 
tackled in terms of the following three 
categories, namely — 


|e) Areas of tribal concentration 
(b) Dispersed tribals in other areas 
(©) Primitive tribal groups 


Leaving aside the fist two categories, the 
development of primitive tribal communities Was 
seriously thought of by the Ministry of Home 
Afar which was at that time in charge of tribal 
welfare, The area of operation of an Integrated 
Tribal Development Agency was confined to a 
subdivision and the planning was formulated 0s 
'@ Mocroslevel unit whereas the development for 
the primitive tribes elther inside the tribal sub- 
plan pocket oF outside was termed as Micro 
level planning for the development of primitive 
tribal communities. There are about 50 primitive 
groups in India which have been Identified 
during the Fith Plan Perlod. in view of their 
extreme cerlical situation both in. social and 
economic spheres specific allocations were 
‘earmarked In which the States’ participation was 
‘not insisted. On experimental bass, the Micro- 
planning for the Socto-economic Development 
of the primitive tribal groups were formulated 
after Identifing certain primitive groups 
‘inhabiting in certain inaccessible pockets in the 
State of Orissa. The telber of Orissa are at 
various stages of socio-economic development. 
‘At one extreme, are the groups which lead 
relatively a secluded and archale mode of life, 
‘while at the other extreme there are groups 
hich are jndistinguishly from the general 
‘agricultural communities, The former group 
‘comprises earlier stages of economic pursuits, 
such as hunting foodgathering and shifting 
cultivation. The latter group comprises 
‘backward communities which are economically 
‘worse compared to the general. population 
Agricultural economy may be taken as 
watershed for distinguishing the communities 
belonging to the latter group. Hunting and food 
gathering forms pre-agricultural economy and 
shifting cultivation became an economic pursuit 


5t 


which is prior to:the stage of settled cultivation 
‘A community which pursues pre-agricultural 
‘economic activities are considered as primitive 
groups. In comparision with the modern 
society, the primitive communities remain 
Isolated from the modern way of life and the 
major pursuance by the primitive groups is 
hunting and food gathering which are 
considered to be the lowest stage of 
technology. Moreover shifting cultivation lself 
ts.a stage between hunting and food gathering 
and settled cultivation. Apart from the above 
criteria, other characteristics are also earmarked 
for the’ Klentfication of primitive tribal groups, It 
\s therefore recommended by the Planning 
‘Commission that, before taking up a programme 
for development of the primitive tribal groups, 
proper identification is necessary. The 
rameters fr' identifying primitive tribal groups 
fare given below >= 
@ The basis of tribal IMe centres round 
‘hunting and food gathering in a state of 
femtnomadism 


subsisting on hunting, fshing 

collection, the primitive 

nce Is marked by subsistance in 
simple form of agriculture, such as slash 
‘and burn type of cultivation. 

Ui) The primitive tribes have adopted crude 
type of traditional agricultural 
Implements, like digging stick, axe, bil 
hook, bow and arrow, et, 

(hu) Among the hunting implements bow and 
arrows are the most important weapons 
for catching birds and small animals, 

|) Fire Is being produced by friction or by 
dail 


(W) Material belongings are very few and 
simple 

(ui) They have got communialstic economic 
base. 


(sl) All sources of authority are vested in the 
village headman and all ritual functions 
are performed by the religious heedman, 


(x) Prevalance of traditional customary law. 
(6), ttle economic diversification 


(i) Limited historical depth and susceptible 
to change after one or two generations. 


(i) Bellet In supernaturalism is very strong. 


(Gui) Confinement to an ecological niche of 
relative autonomy, 


(iv) Leadership ts polymorphic in character. 


To summerise the characteristics of primitive 
‘groups by such qualities as distinctiveness, 
smallness, homogenity, and all providing self 
sulficlencies but all these qualities with their 
rerification are not found in full form in all 
primitive tribes. They are found in different 
degrees in diferent communities. To find out a 
‘community to what extent itis primitive depends 
‘upon to what degree the elements enumerated 
‘above are presont in that community. Therefore, 

jnning for different tribal communities 
depends upon the folk-peasant-urban 
continuum and determining their status as 
archaic tribe, tribe in transition and assimilated 
tribe, 


he tribal deimographic postion in Orissa 
reveals thal, it has high proportion of tribal 
‘Population having » good number of primitive 
sroupe. So far, the Wellare Department 2: well 
asthe Tribal Research Inatite after a brie! field 
survey, have identified the following tribal 
‘communities af primitive tribal groups -— 
(1) Bondo Paraja, (2) Lanjia Saore, (3) Saora, 
{4) Khana, (5) Mankirdia, (6) Kutia Konda, 
(7) Dongria Kondh, (8) Paudi Bhuyan, 
{9} Juang, (10) Lodha, (11) Didays, (12) Birhor, 
(13) Chuktia Bhunsa, 

‘Apart from these identified primitive groups 
mentioned above, there are a few other tnbal 
groups who also qually equally 2s primitive 
tribes. They are—{1) Godaba, (2) Kotha, a 
Koya, (4) Paraja. It is also sertously thought to 
bring these genuine primitive groups within the 
ambit of micro-level planning. 


‘As per the criteria and characteristics of 
[primitive tribal groups, mlcro‘level planning for 
primitive tribes have been formulated and started 
from the year 1975-76 onwards. In 
developmental planning for primitive tribal 
‘groups, the socio-economic levels of liferent 
subgrouns and sub-regions need attention. It 
|s in this context, the study team under the 


Chairmanship of Shilu Ao and Dhebar 
‘Commision had expressed their views that, the 
tribes who are at the food gathering stage and 
‘occupied the lowest layer In the evolutionary 
sequence of development should be made the 
spicial concer of the State Government and 
brought Immediately within the ambit of 
intensive developmental programme. Both the 
Commissions recommended that, State 
Governments should make an objective study of 
these weakest communities and on the basis of 
‘sch study formulate separate schemes for their 
socio-economic development. Infact, at the time 
of review of tribal development programme on 
the eve of the Filth Plan Period, it was admitted 
that, special programmes forthe primitive tribal 
groups should be taken up on the basis of 
proper identification on the lines suggested by 
the Shiu Ao Team. 


In accordance with the decission of the 
Government of India in the Minisry of Welfare, 
twelve such primitive tribal communities were 
‘entiied and Project reports were perapred for 
development of each of these communities 
“These projects were termed as "MicroProjecs", 
since such Projects consist of a limited number 
‘of families (500 to 800) with the jurisdiction of 
‘wo to three Gram Panchayats. The objectives 
cof the Micro-Project isto tacke the problems of 
each and every individual household through 
veatious developmental programme to raise thelr 
‘economic status above the poverty line, For 
fective implementation of various programmes 
‘an autonmous body is felt necessary. 

‘The Body is required to be registered under 
Society Registration Act, 1860. A Governing 
Body comprising both official and non-official 
members willbe set up with the Collector and 
District Magistrate as the Chairman and Project 
Administrators, in case of Projects within the 
Jurisdiction of 1. T. D. A. and Sub-Collecors 
fn the non. T. D. A. ateas as the Voice: 
Chairman, All the district level offices local 
members of Legislative Assembly, Member of 
Partament and local tribal leaders belonging to 
the particular community wil act as member of 
the Governing Body. The Special Officer who is 
the executive head of the Mocro-Project 
assumes the Chair of Member-Secretary. 
‘Subsequently, for speedy implementation of 
various programmes the Department of Welfare, 


Government of Orissa have rectified the Project 
‘Admisistrator as the Chairman of the Governing 
Body in place of Collector. as the Collector is 
pre-occupied with various activities in the 
districts including law and order situation, 


‘The programmes of the Agency wil be 
executed through its own staif and partly 
through the Block and other Agencies. The 
technical guidance ‘of the respective 
departments wil be availed for better and 
tllective execution, The Governing Body is 
scheduled to sit quarterly and approve 
programmes dong with financial budget 


‘Towards the end of the Fith Plan Period, 
MicroProjcts were constituted to look after 
the development of identified primitive tibet 
‘groups exclusively. During the year 197 the 
{st Micto-Project under the name “Bondo 
Development Agency” was set up in the district 
of Koraput (now Malkangir district) to cater to 
the development needs of the Bondos, one of 
the most primitive tnbes in the country. In the 
following year Le. in 1978, seven more Micro- 
Project were set up in efferent areas inhabited 
by Mentiied primitive tribal groups. in the next 
year Le. 1979, one more Mocto-Project was 
‘added to the already .existing eight such 
projects. Thus, altogether nine Micro-Projects 
‘were: constituted during Fifth Plan Period. 
During the Sixth Plan Period, one more Micro: 
Project for the development ofthe Lanjis Sacras 
cof Puttasing! area in the district of Koraput 
(now Rayagada) was set up in the year 1984 
constituting total ten Micro-Projects. 
Subsequently, during the Seventh Plan Period 
five more Projects, three during the year 1986 
and ‘wo during the year 1989 were constituted. 
Further, in the begininng of Eighth Plan Period 
(1993-94) one more Micro-Project, for the 
development of Pour Bhuinyas of Barkote area 
fof the Deogarh district has started functioning, 
‘Thus the total number. of existing Micro- 
Projects in the State has gone up to Sixteen 
‘and another Project for the development of 
CChuktia Bhunjia has been approved by the 
Ministry of Welfare, Government of india. 

Of the sixteen Projects, thirteen Projects are 
located within the jurisdiction of Tribal Sub- 
Pan area and the rest four are situated outside 
the Telbal Sub-Plan area. 


The existing sixteen Micro-Projects cover 
516 villages with 13.270 beneliciary 
households, The total tribal population covered 
under these Projects is 57,343 of which there 
‘are 28,019 males and 29,324 females. The 
Kutia Kanha Development Agency, Belghar, 
Phuibsni, has the largest number of villages 
Le. 68 under its jurisdiction followed by 
Dongria Kandha Development Agency, 
‘Chatikona which covers 63 vilages. The lowest 
number of vilages 1 e. 8 are found under the 
Lodha Development Agency, Morada, in the 
district of Mayubhanj. Similarly on the basis of 
coverage of the beneficiary households, Kutia, 
Kendiie Development Agency, Belghar tops the 
list having 1,041 households and HilkKharia 
and Mankirdia Development Agency, Joshipur 
In the district of Mayurbhan) has the lowest 
‘umber of beneficiary households 1. e, 501. In 
term of population, Juang Development * 
‘Agency, Gonasika, Keonjhar has. the largest 
coverage |. ¢. 10,424 and the Lodha 
Development Agency, Morada, in the district of 
Moyurbhan} distret has the lowest coverage 
Le 2,052 


During the course of execution of different 
developmental schemes both unde 
infrastrctral and family benefit schem 
‘evaluation studies were conducted by differ 
Spencies to. assess. the acceptability and 
Uisation of funds. Al the evaluation reports 
eves! that, the Mito Projects in the State have 
successfully overcome the bottlenecks of 
development and enable to. bring a radical 
change in the Socioeconomic le of primitive 
{hal groups. The information shows that, 
‘mong all the Projet, the annual growth rate 
it the highest among the Paurt-Bhulnyas 
inhabiting the Projet area of Jamardiha in the 
district of Angol being 280% and. lowest 
mong the Langa Saorat of Seang in Gaapa 
dict whose growth rate is only 0-62 %, In all 
the Project, the annual growth rate shows an 
increasing tend varying fom 062 % to 2.80%. 

Ie is encouraging to note that, almost all 
MicroProjets hove achioed considerable good 
rest in reperd to literacy postion aftr the 
tection of plans under edveaton sector. The 
‘ata reveal that, the percentage of ieracy i the 
highest being 31-01% in Pauri Bhuinya 
Development Agency, Jemardiha. Likewise in 


‘Thumba Development Agency, the Saores have 
made considerable progress in literacy due 10 
execution of total Meracy campaign taken up by 
the Project. z 


‘The figures relating to crossing of poverty 
line by the beneficiary households is avalable in 
respect of Seven Mlcto-Project shows that, in 
Dongria Kondha Development Agency, 
Chalikona, 42:92 % of the total households 
have s0 far been crossed the poverty tine which 
is the highest , Many success stories in 
diferent sectoral programmes can be had from 
Miero:Projects, The-cause lies because of the 
‘unique pattern of finarcal assistance to these 
Micro-Projects. All these programmes are 
executed both for individual benefit schemes 
tnd infrastructural development programm 
These are executed on 100 % subsidy bast 
‘The amount is being channalised through State 
Government to the Micro-Projects under Special 
Central Assistance 


It clear from the study of Micro-level 
planning that, the primitive tribal groups have 
‘aired enough confidence on the working of 
the Project and they have realised that, their lfe- 
style can be changed if they properly follow the 
guidelines of the project programmes. Once 
confidence of the tribal in himself and in his 
systems established there is no. suspicion 
bout the intention of the agents of change and 
‘9 sound base can be laid for healthy and 
sustainable development 
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The Lanjia Saora : 
Aspects of Society, 
Culture and Development 


Anadi Malik: 
Introduction : 


“There are as my as 62 tribal communities in 
Crista. The Saoras are one of them. They are 
known in varlous names, such as Savara, 
SSabara, Saora, Sora etc. They are subdivided in 
‘prious groups, The subdivisions are (1) Lariba 
Lanjia or Lanjia Saora, (2) Jadu, (3) Mane, 
(4) Ralka, (5) Sarda, (6) Kindal. (7) Arsi, 
(8) Juari, (9) Kancher, (10) Kurumba, 
(11) Sudha, (12) jt, (13) Jore and (14) Kampo. 
‘The lanjia ‘Saoras are chiefly concentrated in 
Parlakhemundi subdivision of undivided Ganjam 
(Gajapati) district and Puttasingh area of 
undivided Koraput (Rayagada) district. They 
have been Wentified as one ofthe primitive tribal 
‘groups considering their habitat, technology. 
methods of getting food, low literacy rate, et. 
“Their language is called, the Sora. Linguisically 
they belong to South Munda branch ofiatic 
[Austro-Aslaic subfamily of Austric family, They 
show their racial affinity with the Proto- 
‘Australi group as per the avaliable data. 


‘Trocing back to Puranas and Epics one can 
find many references ofthis primitive group. In 
Mahabharat & is described as that Jare savor 
who mistook Lord Krishna for a deer and killed 
Him with his arrow. In many rebigious texts, they 
are described as Kirat, Nisod and Pulinda. The 
Jegend says that one called Biswovasy, © Sora 
King, was the original worshiper of Bhagaban 
‘Vishnu in form of Lord Jagannath, 


‘The clan organisation is totally absent In the 
SSaora community. Instead of clan organisation 
they have thelr extended famies called, Brinda, 
wich consists of descendants from a common 
‘ancestor of four to five generations. Marriage is 
completely prohibited within a Birinda as its 
members are blood-rlated. A women after her 
marriage does not change her Birinda. Even 
alter her death the members of her Birinda may 
cdaim to perform her funeral ceremony. 


Population = 
‘As per 1981 Census the total population of 
‘Seora community in Orissa was 3,10,060 of 


‘The Laniia Sooras practise wet cutvation in 
plain lands and terraced cultivation on hill 
lands. Besides that they also have slash and 
‘burn or swidden cultivation which is also 
known as shifting cultvation in hilhtops and hill 
slopes. They use swiddens for 2 t0 3 years for 
ceultiation, Then they leave it for § to 6 years 
‘and shift to other patches. Again after 5 to 6 
{years they return to the same piece of land for 
Cultivation, They grow rice, pulses, oll-sceds, 
‘beans, minor mile and turmeric in the shifting 
cultivation patches. The rice is their stapple 
food. They also depend on forest produce to 
‘eke out their livelihood. They collect Mahua 
flowers for preparation of liquor and karanja 
seeds for oil, The Seora terraced fields reveal 
‘heir ekil and worksmanship, 

Economic ile : 

“The Lana Saoras have a very low economic 
status. As they live on hilltops, hill slopes, 
valleys and terrains a litle amount of cukvable 
land is available for agricultural purposes to 
support their economic life. They mostly depend 
‘on forest wealth. As 2 matter of fect, their Ife 
fentres round the forest. They eam thei 
liveliwood through the collection of fire-wood, 
‘edible roots and tubers, leaves and creepers. In 
the past the collection of Tamarind, karanja 
‘seeds and broomstick from the forest was their 
‘major economic activity but at present due to 
degradation of forests these produce is not 
‘vallabale plenty as before. So the lile of Lanis 
‘s2oras seems to very hazardous without geting 
much return from forest. On the other hand, 
‘excess drinking habit, performance of traditional 
festivals round the year and treatment of 
diseases through worship and sacrifice make 
them poor es these involve heawy expenditure. 
‘To meet these expenses they run to Sahukars 
‘and middle-men and borrow money which they 
could ot repay. Thus, they suffer from ehyonic 
indebtedness and also are exploited by 
‘Sohukars. As mentioned earlier the shifting 
cctvation ie the major source oftheir livelthood 


and a substantial portion of income comes from 
this source 
Social fe: 

“The most common forri of marriage among, 
them is the arranged marrage. But marriages by 
‘capture and service are also prevalent among 
them, In an aranged marriage the parents and 
the elders of the groom take intitive in the 
matter, As marriage within the Brinda is 
forbidden they have to seek bride from other 
Birindas. 


“The Sororate and Levirate types of marrioges 


In their society, © Saora woman occupies 
distinctive position in the family life. She 
performs household works, rears. children. 
prepares food, collects firewood from the 
earby forest etc. They also get equal 
prominence in their festhals and ceremonies. 
Being an economic asset of the family. the 
wornan is highly respected and honoured in the 
family. Even, a Seora marriage can not be fixed 
‘without the concent of the il 


‘The older people have exercise greater 
Influence over the younger people. Throvgh the 
sociallzation process, younger people acquire 
their knowledge through training and learning 
the methods of cultivation, social norms, 
‘behaviour and values. Both the boys and gts 
participate in village ceremonial functions and 
‘get equal share along with elders. Boys assist 
their parents while working in the felis, in 

* climbing hilltops, in fetching water, in tending 
cattles, n ploughing fields, in skinning animals 
fete, whereas girls help their mothers in 
‘cooking, taking care of children, preparing 
beads, neclleces, plastering of walls and flores 
‘and the lke 


‘The Lanjla Saora soclety appears to be a 
stratified one. The Chief of the vilage is called 
the Gamango. The secular head controls the 
village administration. Hie Is assisted by a set of 
traditional officials called the Buyya, the Dal- 


Behera, the Mandal, the Disari and the Barik 
“The office of the both the leaders Gamango or 
‘Buyya is hereditary. The Buyye should have a 
sound knowledge of religious custom, and 
practices. The Disri, in many vllages acts 2s an 
‘astrologer and the Barik acts as a messanger 
prior to the introduction of local-selt 
Government, the vilage was an independent 
‘unit and the village Councils consisting of 
‘above officials were exercising enermous power 
‘over the vilage administration, But after the 
Introduction of Panchayat Ra} system, the 
traditional vilage Council went under several 
changes and its dominance..over village 
‘administration slowly diminished. At present, 
Under the influences of the elected leaders, the 
traditional leaders are losing thei importance. 
Cader ie = 

Dancing and singing are their pastime while 
ssnoking and drinking are their personal habit 
“The most interesting feature of their personality 
is that they can compose songs then and there 
fon the dancing ground, A Lanjia saora is 
‘always in habit of carrying an axe on his 
Shoulder while going somewhere, The other 
impressive features of this community Is that 
during ceremonial dances, coloured clothes of 
cotton and sik are tied as turban by men. 
Women hold peacock-plumes in thelr hand 
‘while dancing. The traditional dress of the saore 
male members consists of long loin-cloth 
‘approximately six fect long and ten inches 
broad. It is tied around their waist passing 
between thighs to cover private parts of the 
‘body, The traditional doth of a Saora woman is 
‘8 waist cloth wth gray boarders and it hargly 
reaches the knee level in chilly weather they 
‘cover the upper parts of the body with another 
plece of cloth, The Seoras are well known for 
‘their wall paintings 
Rediglon and customs : 

‘They perform several religious rites. Most of 
the rituals are of communal nature, During 
‘worship various animals, like pig, bulfalo, fowls 
‘etc. are sscriiced before deities along with 
fffering of liquor. They believe that any 
negligence or ommission in religious practice 
‘causes harm tothe family. They feel that without 
blessings of ancestral cults nothing can go 
rightly In this world. So they appease them with 


ssecrtice for benefit of the family, community, 
village and for better harvest of crops. They 
observe a good numbers of festivals. The 
Important festivals are Kurrualpar, jammalpur, 
Purred, jatrapur, lambapur ete. Its seen that 
some Saoras have adopted Christianity as their 
religion, A close observation of village lie in 
rural Orissa reveals borrowing of certain Saora 
cultural traits in the Hindu socll system, 
Dewelopmmental activities: 

For all round development of Lanjia Saoras 
living around Puttasingh area of Gunupur Sub 
division under Gunupur {7.D,A, of Rayageda 
District, a Micro-Project has been functioning 
since 1984. The project area Is consisting of 19 
villages of Sagada Gram panchayat having 594 
LLanjia Seore farses. The Project héadquarters 
| located at Puttasingh which Is 7 kms. away 
from Sagada Gram Panchayat. The total 
population of the Project 's 3544 of which 
1826 are males and 1718 are females. There are 
17 Adult Literacy Centres to impart education 
to these peaple. As many es 528 adults are 
taught in these centres. As per the available 
data of the Project it Is found that the 
percentage of literacy among Lanjia Saoras is 
33.86 per cont which was 5 per cent at the 
inception of the Project, In order to accelarate 
the development among them an smount of Re 
1,04,66,487 have been spent right from the 
Inception of the Project. As the Lanjia Saoras 
live in the inaccessible areas attention has 
been paid for the development of communication 
facilities in which an amount of Rs, 28,58,498 
have been spent. Considering the availabilty 
‘of vast stretches of barren lands and 
‘ricultvable waste lind next ~ priority has 


bbeen given for horticultural plantation both in 
Government land and private land, 
Usulructuary rights over plantation have 
been given to them. An amount of 
Rs, 21,64,925 has been spent for development 
of horticultural plantation. Education as the key 
Input of development has recelved greater 
attention and as a result, the literacy standard 
of the Lanjia Saora has been raised from 5% to 
34%. Development of soll conservation 
measures like cashew plantation, land 
development, stone wall terracing and land 
reclamation have been taken to arrest the soll 
erosion and an amount of Rs, 6,58,498 hos 
bbeen spent In this soctor. In order to Increase 
the standard of lving of the target group and 
amount of Rs. 27,95,538 have utilised under 
Income Generating Scherwos and an amount of 
Rs. 51,85,690 have been spent an supporting 
Infrastructural development. 


‘Apart from the above programmes, other 
programmes, like Agriculture (Rs. 1,80,736) 
Irrigation (Rs, 5,61,399), Rural electrification 
(Rs. 80,236}, Health Care (Rs, 26,740}, 
‘Cooperation (Rs. 722), Training and Publicity 
(Rs. 26,304), Drinking Water supply (Rs. 
2,085,889) and construction of buildings (Rs. 
3,66,643) have been implemented for the 
evelopment. 


In spite of all efforts, the achievements are 
‘not commensurate with the expected. As per 
the avalable data from the Micro-Project itis 
found that about 67 per cent ofthe famies live 
below the poverty line. Sincere efforts are 10 
continue to accelarate development among 
them, 
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Book Review 
‘Social Mobility and Caste Dynamics : 
‘THE KANSARI OF ORISSA. 
KK. Mohanti 


First published, 1993 
Rawat publications Jaipur. 
PLP. IX + 256, Price Rs. 175, 
Glossary, Appendices, Bibliography and Index 

Caste mobility in the Indian society has been 
represented as a continuous process of struggle 
‘and many book on caste have revealed the 
phenomena with different style and substance 
but the book under review Js unique in the 
sense that it contributes a great deal to the 
Understanding of the concept 'scial mobility’ tn 
the context of a functional artisan caste-group 
fof non-ferrous metalsmiths, the Kansarl of 
Orisa. It is quite a painstaking endeavour since 
the author has made the study at synchronic 
level, gathering data from 27 field locations 
wellknown for brass and bell-metal 
‘manufacturing and trade centres of Orissa, and 
the work Is not worthy as the problems have 
been viewed and analysed with a holistic 
perspective 

In the book, the author has pointed out that 
COrissan craft-based communities have emerged 
‘mainly out of agricuture-based, need-based and 
prestige-economyrbased environments and the 
‘Kansari fit into the last category. The community 
‘occupy the middle range. of the caste 
Ihierarchical order and have been from the pre- 
Independence period making incessant and 
perceptible attempts at social mobiliy by forging 
caste solidarity. The entire events of caste 
ddynamies have been analysed depending heavily 
fon theoretical concepts, viz. social solidarity, 
social hierarchy, social control, social identity, 
social stratification and soclal mobllty, to which 
the author considers the sixpllard conceptual 
foundation on which the whole study 
rests 

The book however, has been conveniently 
divided into six wellurtten chapters, inluding 
fan excellent summing up. The first chapter 
critically analyses the prevailing theoretical 
paradigms and models of social mobilty and the 
‘emerging Issues in reference to the studies 
made in Orissa, especially by Balley (1957, 


11960) Bose (1960), Patnaik (1960) and Behura 
(1978), The second chapter “provides a rich 
ethnographic details of the community 
alongwith the products as well as the tools, 
equipment and appliances used for 
manufacturing brass, copper and bell-metal 
wares. The third chapter unfolds various 
aspects of the Kansarl caste councils and 
‘examines the solidarity forging mechanisms 
together wih the persistence of caste identity 
‘over time, bringing to the surface its socio 
economic dimensions, whereas the following 
chapter highlights the forees of klentity crisis 
and with intelectual process the author has 
made formidable attempt to discuss the 
necessity of redefining the Kansart identity in 
the changing scenario, 


‘The most fascinating chapter is the fith one 
since it deals with several parameters and 
Indices tke, occupational choice, occupational 
Inheritance rate, Inter-and-intra-generational 
‘ccupation motility, reference group behaviour, 
and cases of Individual and group mobility 
including the educational attainment with a view 
to assessing both the ritual and secular trends 
cof mabilty. Finally, the author concludes that in 
the process, pressure group formation and 
viable poliictstion immensely helped the 
community bring about individval positional 
change rather than structural change in the 
‘overall hierarchical caste order. The reviewer, 
however, finds that the materials in support of 
politicization seem to be Inadequate or not 
‘analysed to the level of usual expectation, 


Further, unlike other studies, the appendices 
fof the book contain quite substantial 
Information and valuable documentation of 
caste-groups, lke the Kharuda, Sitala, Thentar 
and ghantara engaged in the similar 
‘occupations in Orissa and other States of ina 
Judging from the theoretical and empirical 
aspects, the book presents a well-researched 
masterial on caste dynamics and mobility and 
move particularly it would essentially serve the 
purpose of scholars and professionals who deal 
‘with eraf-based community, 
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